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Awards & Achievements

2011
Mitsubishi Electric Inclusion Champion Award for Exemplary Practices of Inclusion

2008
Planet Philanthropy Award presented to Lekotek of Georgia

Planet Philanthropy is an Initiative of the Community Foundation for Greater 
Atlanta to promote philanthropy among youngsters ages 9 – 12

2006
Teen Volunteer Award presented to Sara Waitsman from The Association of Fundraising Professionals 

2002
Bobby Dodd Award presented to Lekotek of Georgia 

for Services of Excellence to Individuals with Disabilities

2001
National Lekotek Founder’s Award presented to Lekotek of Georgia’s Founder 

and Executive Director, Helene Prokesch, for Outstanding Leadership

2000
Partner of Excellence Award presented to Lekotek of Georgia

from Community Health Charities of Georgia

Left: Ellen Lindemann, Assistant Director 
of Lekotek, accepts The Mitsubishi Electric 
America Foundation’s National  
Inclusion Champion Award from Veronica 
Vasilik, Chair of Mitsubishi Electric  
Atlanta’s LOVE philanthropy committee  
and Kevin Webb, the Foundation’s Executive 
Director. Top: Sara Waitsman volunteering  
at summer camp.
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My name is Amy Ballew. I am 27 years old.  I have been working at 
Walgreens now for over a year.  I love my job and all the people I get 
to meet and help at our store. I have a brother Joel and a sister-in-law 
named Angel. I also have 2 nieces, Taylor and Reagan and another 
niece to be born later this year. 

I have loved Lekotek since I was very little.  My Mom tells me I was just a baby when I started going 
to Lekotek to play with all of their toys.  Helene Prokesch was my Lekotek leader. She has been a 
great friend to me as long as I can remember. I used to get so excited to go to Lekotek to see Miss 
Helene’s new toys and computer games.  The best part was taking them home with me. 
My favorite Lekotek story is about learning to walk with one of the toys Miss Helene gave me to take 
home after one of our sessions. It was a toy car that had a handle on the back and made noise when 
pushed. I would push the car all over our house on my knees.  Then I got tired of pushing so I stood 
up and started to walk so I could hear the noise the car made.  

I have done so many fun things with Lekotek 
over the years. After I was too old for the 
play times, there were still so many other 
things to do.  I have enjoyed overnight 
camping trips, summer computer camps, 
Lekotek Runs, computer club, bowling, and 
attending movies and Habima Theatre with 
LekoPals. The people at Lekotek are always 
coming up with great ideas for things we 
can do even as young adults.  I have also 
helped Miss Helene with silent auctions and 
mailings.

My brother Joel is still involved with Lekotek 
too. He volunteered at summer computer 
camps when he was younger. Now Miss 
Helene has him helping her on the Lekotek 
Board of Directors. I think Joel will be very 
good at this job since he knows so much 
about Lekotek from all the things I have done 
over the years. 

Lekotek has wonderful people there who 
have always been my friends.

The Ballew Family

One Success at a Time
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For 28 years, Lekotek of Georgia has been making a difference for 
children with disabilities and their families. We began in the basement 
of Easter Seals; today we operate six sites. During our first year, 52 
families participated in play sessions. This year nearly 500 fami-
lies benefited. Our initial budget was $40,000; today it exceeds 
$500,000.

In 1983, following one-hour play/learning sessions, only toys were 
loaned. Today, families can also take home computers, adapted 
keyboards, trackballs and software. Early on, the play session was 
the one and only service that Lekotek provided. Today, staff members 
also conduct computer evaluations, computer camp, Saturday music 
classes, Happy Tails animal assisted therapy, play days, family 
outings in the community and Sibshop support groups for siblings.  

The generous support of those of you reading this report has made all this 
possible. Yes, Lekotek has changed significantly, but we have stayed the same in one fundamental way. 
We have remained steadfast to our original mission – the inclusion 
of children with disabilities into family and community life.  

With a grant from the Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta 
and consultants from the Georgia Center for Nonprofits, our board 
of directors and staff are nearing the completion of a year-long 
strategic planning process to measure our success in the following 
areas: 

•	Helping children and families learn how to play and have  
    fun together
•	Building children’s  self-esteem
•	 Increasing the participation of children and families in  
    community events
•	Making families feel supported and less isolated, and
•	Providing families with knowledge and resources to enhance 
    their children’s lives

We look forward to reporting to you on our progress. Thank you 
for your support and confidence in Lekotek. With your help, we 
will create our vision of a world where children with special needs 
are included and empowered through play. 

Making a Difference for 28 Years
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What is Lekotek?

The Nonprofit with a Funny Name

Lekotek of Georgia envisions a world where children with special needs are included and empowered through play. Since 
1983, Lekotek has made a difference for more than  4,500 children and families in 33 counties and three states. Lekotek 
occupies a unique niche in the lives of children with disabilities. It’s a welcome break from therapy. Through play, Lekotek  
facilitates inclusion and learning along the way.  

Children receiving services have a wide range of disabilities including, 
but not limited to, attention deficit disorders, speech delays, cognitive 
delays, autism, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, hearing and/or vision 
loss, neuromuscular disorders, and spina bifida. Participants include 
families of all races and religions with varied economic and social 
backgrounds. While Lekotek charges minimal fees, no family is denied 
services due to an inability to pay. 

Lekotek of Georgia is a nonprofit whose mission is to support children 
with special needs and their families by providing accessible play, 
adaptive technology and toys, and information and resources to facili-
tate inclusion in family and community life.

“Lekotek” is a made-up Swedish word for play library. Originat-
ing in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1963, Lekotek was the concept of 
two parents. These moms understood the role of families in help-
ing children with disabilities reach their potential and become full 
participants in their communities. At Lekotek, parents are welcomed 
with encouragement and a listening ear. When families visit, they 
are provided with disability information, parent education, internet 
access, and referrals to additional resources. Following hourly play 
sessions, families borrow adapted toys, computers, input devices 
and software designed to meet the needs of children with physical, 
cognitive, speech and/or sensory delays. 

Lekotek leaders have backgrounds in education, child life, music, 
recreation, and speech therapy. During a play session, they select 
toys designed to overcome the child’s specific weaknesses and 
strengthen his or her abilities. Lekotek leaders encourage parents, 
siblings, and grandparents to participate in play sessions.

Affiliated with The National Lekotek Center in Evanston, IL, Lekotek 
of Georgia has six sites in Georgia and is one of 18 affiliates 
nationwide. Since the concept was brought to the United States in 
1980 by Sally DeVincentis, an Evanston teacher, Lekoteks in the 
U.S. have made a difference for more than 10,000 families.
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Toy/Computer Lending Library 

Lekotek’s toy/computer inventory is comprised of more than 4,000 select 
toys, software programs, adapted keyboards, joysticks, trackballs, comput-
ers and iPads with educational applications. From rattles and drums to touch 
windows and adapted keyboards, seeing, hearing, and touching toys make 
it possible for children to master skills. During one-hour play sessions, Lekotek 
leaders model the creative use of the toys and computer equipment for each 
child. Families are encouraged to use the toys to create a playful and educa-
tional environment at home. 

Computers and software, iPads and applications are possibly the most  
powerful toys in Lekotek’s  inventory. As the community has become aware  
of Lekotek’s need for equipment, individuals and corporations have continued  
to donate Macintosh and PC compatible systems. These systems are also 
loaned to families. Before a system is borrowed, Lekotek leaders customize  
it and train parents to use it. This unique lending program provides an  
excellent opportunity for children with disabilities to experience technology  
and its benefits.

Resource Library 
 
Through the resource library, parents have an opportunity to borrow books, 
magazines, periodicals, and videos on a wide variety of disability-related 
topics. Siblings and grandparents can also check out books that address their 
unique challenges.

Compuplay 
 
The Compuplay program is designed to meet the needs of individuals 
between the ages of 2 to 18. Youngsters and parents attend five one-hour, 
weekly family sessions to enjoy and learn from computer play. Compuplay 
focuses on the use of adaptive peripherals (alternative input devices to the 
standard mouse), customized equipment and software to enhance speech, 
writing, reading, cognitive, and fine-motor skills. State-of-the--art technology 
equalizes the playing field making it possible for everyone to participate 
together. Staff-written software with large icons makes it possible for children 
with visual impairments and fine motor delays to use the programs. Adapted 
software that includes auditory and visual scanning for children who are blind 
or hearing impaired is available. With an array of color, graphics, music, 
and sound prompts, these programs provide opportunities for successful learn-
ing. Hardware options include adapted joysticks, head mice, touch screens, 
switch adapted trackballs, keyboards with keyguards, and switches for scan-
ning. Children who cannot use a keyboard, see the screen, or read a printed 
page, can use these devices.  During Compuplay, children enjoy reading 
and writing stories, playing music, learning math concepts, word processing, 
and problem solving. Computer assisted learning is making it possible for 
children with disabilities to participate with their siblings and peers.

The Components of Lekotek
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Neonatal Play Sessions 

During the past decade, there has been a significant increase in premature 
births resulting in developmental delays and lengthy hospital stays. Conduct-
ing play sessions at the hospital helps to normalize the hospital environment 
as infants, parents, grandparents, and siblings interact with one another and 
learn through play. Parents frequently comment, “With each bag of toys, 
Lekotek brought hope and joy.” With a laptop and a Lekotek bag filled with 
developmentally appropriate toys, Lekotek leaders conduct hospital play ses-
sions. Lekotek plans to expand its relationship with Atlanta-area hospitals and 
neonatal units.

Music Classes, Play Days, and Family Events 
 
Music classes are conducted three times a year on Saturday mornings. Using 
instruments and movement, children learn to follow directions and interact 
wtih family members. Play days are conducted throughout the year and 
include arts and crafts, music, and computer activities. Family events include 
an annual visit to the pumpkin patch, zoo day, holiday party, and attending 
major league baseball and basketball games.

Summer Computer Camp 
 
Lekotek offers an annual four-week summer computer camp for children 
between the ages of 4 and 13. Children with disabilities are asked to invite 
a sibling or friend to participate with them. Technology is an equalizer as 
children with and without disabilities participate together.

Computer Club 
 
Computer Club was initiated for Lekotek “graduates,” but youngsters above 
the age of nine who previously have not participated  in Lekotek play ses-
sions are also welcome. Just as typical nine to fifteen year olds participate in 
clubs, Computer Club provides opportunities for our youngsters to socialize 
and participate in a club activity. Few programs like these exist for children 
with disabilities. Atlanta-area high school and college students volunteer as 
peer tutors at Computer Club. Following Sunday afternoon computer activi-
ties, everyone enjoys dinner and birthdays are frequently celebrated.

LekoPals 
 
LekoPals is a unique social program for teens with disabilities ages 15 and 
above. Lekotek staff and peer volunteers facilitate fun activities that include 
computer club, bowling, and age-appropriate outings.

Ready, Set, Play...
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Product Design 
 
Since Lekotek’s inception, staff members have designed toys, computer 
devices and software to meet the needs of children with disabilities. Lekotek 
has a catalogue of products and all proceeds from the sale of products 
support direct services.

Inclusion Project 

Most teachers see great benefits for all students in having a child with  
disabilities in their class. But ongoing support is vital if the child and teacher 
are to be successful. Lekotek’s inclusion project works with public and  
private schools to include children with special needs in typical preschool 
and elementary school classes. Lekotek of Georgia’s staff provides training 
for regular classroom teachers. Suggestions are made on how to modify 
both the physical classroom set-up and work requirements for the student. 
Parents and teachers who have completed evaluation forms have been 
extremely positive about this project. Teachers are grateful for the support 
provided by Lekotek staff members. One parent wrote, “Lekotek’s great 
support this year made us feel like we won the lottery.” Inclusion makes all 
of us winners.

Finally, to promote inclusion and disability awareness, Lekotek staff frequent-
ly demonstrate the use of adapted toys and computer equipment at schools. 
During Disability Week in Georgia, Lekotek leaders visit elementary schools 
in several counties. Students without disabilities use adapted toys and  
computer equipment to understand how learning and play are made  
accessible to children with special needs.

Lekotek Sibshops 

Sibshops create opportunities for brothers and sisters of children with 
special needs to meet other siblings and gain support in a fun atmosphere.  
Brothers and sisters who have the longest relationship with the person  
with special needs have much to offer each other. The Sibshop model  
intersperses information and discussion with ice-breakers, fun games, and 
computer activities. Sibshops are not therapy, although their effect may be 
therapeutic. Lekotek is extremely proud to be a registered  
Sibshop certified by Don Meyer and the Sibling Support Project at  
Washington University in Seattle.

Development, Training....
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Collaboration with Other Organizations 

Happy Tails, a nonprofit animal-assisted therapy organization, visits Lekotek 
regularly. Happy Tails volunteers have pets that have completed obedience 
and other specified training. Frequent guests include dogs, rabbits, turtles, 
cats, and guinea pigs. 

Lekotek also works closely with statewide Babies Can’t Wait, Georgia 
P.I.N.E.S. (a statewide program for children with sensory disabilities), 
FOCUS (Families Of Children Under Stress), Parent to Parent, The Marcus 
Institute, The Emory Autism Center, The Center for the Visually Impaired, 
Make-A-Wish Foundation, The Down Syndrome Association, therapists, 
physicians, public and private schools, statewide early intervention pro-
grams, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and other Atlanta area hospitals. 
Referral sources continue to expand, and partnering with the  organizations 
mentioned above has helped Lekotek reach metropolitan, suburban, and 
rural areas.

An Approved Lekotek Training Program

Lekotek of Georgia is a nationally approved internship site that provides 
training to develop additional Lekotek leaders throughout the country. Staff 
members also conduct workshops on inclusion, assistive technology and 
adaptive toy use. Agencies, professionals, and parents benefit from a  
variety of consulting and support services.

Publications and Internet

To maintain contact with families and professionals throughout the country, 
Lekotek publishes a newsletter that includes Lekotek news, information on 
specialized toys and innovative technology, a guest ed itorial, profiles of 
Lekotek families, and an acknowledgement of sponsors. Lekotek’s mailing list 
now exceeds 2,000.

Parents and professionals can learn about our services and products by 
visiting our website (www.lekotekga.org). The site is also linked to addi-
tional resources. Lekotek leaders are always available to help parents with 
internet searches. Additionally, families and friends of Lekotek can learn of 
upcoming activities and services through our LinkedIn and Facebook pages. 

Support & Partnerships
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Now in its 28th year, Lekotek has made a difference for more than 4,500 children and 
families. This year, nearly 500 children participated in play sessions, camp, club, and 
computer evaluations at six locations. Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta has generously 
donated space for both the Alpharetta and Duluth sites and Walker Therapy has  
donated space for the Gainesville satellite. This partnership benefits hundreds of 
children. The satellites make it possible for families to receive services closer to their 
homes. Unfortunately, waiting lists for Lekotek services exist. Children with special 
needs do not have time to wait and the board is committed to fundraising efforts to 

keep the wait to a minimum. Long range plans call for continued collaborations with universities, 
schools, recreational centers and hospitals to reach additional children throughout the state. 

Main Center 

Atlanta, Georgia—In 1983, Lekotek of Georgia began operations in the basement of Easter Seals on Maple Drive. Today, the 
main site is located on Cliff Valley Way near I-85 and North Druid Hills in Atlanta. This site occupies 3,000 square feet and has the 
space and resources to conduct five play sessions simultaneously. In addition, workshops, Lekotek leader training, computer evalua-
tions, compuplay, play groups, music classes, summer computer camp, and Sunday afternoon computer club are offered at the Cliff 
Valley location.

Satellite Centers 
 
Duluth, Georgia—Lekotek of Georgia’s first satellite was established in 1991 with 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. Located at Children’s rehabilitation center on Satellite 
Boulevard in Duluth, this site conducts monthly play sessions to 45 families. During the 
past 16 years, over 700 families from six counties have benefited from its services. 

Alpharetta, Georgia—Families in North Fulton county requested that Lekotek offer 
services closer to their homes, and once again Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta  
generously donated space to make a program possible. Initial funding from the  
Georgia Department of Human Resources has allowed 250 families to benefit from 
this site since it opened in  2000. Families at this site have participated in play 
sessions, compuplay and computer evaluations. This center is located at Children’s 
rehabilitation center on Highway 9 off of GA 400.

Kennesaw, Georgia—With generous support from the John Harland Foundation and 
the Children’s Trust Fund, Lekotek of Georgia opened the Cobb satellite in 2002. 
Located near the intersection of I-75 and I-575, this site reaches families in Cobb, 
Cherokee, Bartow, and surrounding counties. During its first year, the Cobb site  
exceeded all expectations in providing play sessions to 55 families. To date, close  
to 300 families have participated in play groups, club, compuplay, computer  
evaluations, and play sessions.

Fayetteville, Georgia—In June 2006, Lekotek opened a southside satellite in Fay-
etteville, Georgia, and nearly 200 families have benefited from services. Seed money from the Community Foundation for Greater 
Atlanta was used to purchase the initial inventory of toys, educational materials, and computer equipment. This same Foundation 
provided seed money to get Lekotek of Georgia off the ground in 1983.

Gainesville, Georgia – In March of 2011, Lekotek of Georgia initiated a fifth satellite at Walker Therapy. It will help families in north 
Georgia who previously were unable to benefit from Lekotek due to lengthy travel distances.

Lekotek Sites

Lekotek Locations
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Lekotek Finances

Lekotek of Georgia has been successful in raising 
funds from foundations, corporations, civic groups, 
individuals, and special events (an annual run, a silent 
auction, and a golf tournament). As a result, its finan-
cial condition is stable. And as of June 30, 2011, 
Lekotek’s reserves were approximately 80 percent of 
its Fiscal Year  2011 - 2012 budget. These reserves 
are crucial for safeguarding the organization against 
contingencies, supporting new services, satellite devel-
opment, and organizational growth. 

Lekotek’s board of directors is extremely proud of the 
fact that over 90 percent of donations support direct 
services to children and families. (In addition to 
providing their time and expertise in diverse fields, all 
of the directors contribute financially to Lekotek.)

Please consider a donation to Lekotek in your will 
and/or estate planning. Additional funding will help 
Lekotek meet the growing needs of children with 
disabilities and their families throughout Georgia. 
Near-term priorities include expanding summer camp, 
parent training, compuplay sessions, and 
family programs. In the longer term, Lekotek hopes to 
add more satellites in order to reduce the number of 
families who now have to travel hours to receive 
services. With community support, this vision can 
become a reality.

We thank everyone who has contributed to Lekotek’s 
accomplishments. We appreciate your confidence 
and look forward to your continued involvement in the 
years ahead.

Personnel
Director/Lekotek Leaders
Contracted Services
Consultants  

Total          $245,000

Operational Expenses 
Facilities  
Staff Development 
Professional Dues Subscriptions 

Total Operational Expenses       $135,000

Special Programs
Technology Program  
Scholarship Fund 
Neonatal Hospital Play Sessions  
Summer Computer Camp  
Satellite Expansion 
LekoPals/Computer Club Inclusion Project  
Outreach to Diverse Populations 

Total Program Expenses       $105,000

Capital Expenditures
Specialized Toy and Educational Inventory 
Technology Equipment - Adapted input devices & software 

Total Capital Expenditures          $40,000 

Total Budget         $525,000

Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2012

Projected Revenue Streams

General Contributions        $328,750
Special Events         $115,500
Direct Mail Fundraising Campaign        $30,000
Membership Dues/ Computer Fees        $15,500
Professional/Consulting Fees           $1,000
Family Program Fees            $1,500
Board Pledge             $7,500
Innovative Products               $750
Interest Dividends          $25,000

Total Projected Income       $525,000 

Fiscal Year 
2011 - 2012 Budget
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Meet the Alli Family 
 
When Bryan and I relocated to Bangalore, India in May 2006 on a short-
term work assignment little did we know we would return to Atlanta two years 
later with a child…..furthermore, a child with special needs. We were a 
recently married, happy go lucky couple, whose greatest daily concern dra-
matically shifted from what to do for dinner to how do we schedule orientation 
and mobility, occupational therapy and vision services for our daughter. Born 
with bilateral anopthalmia (the absence of both eyes), Raveena entered our 
lives when she was 10 months old while I was volunteering at an orphanage 
in India. This was the beginning of our journey from foster care to adoption.

When we returned to Atlanta with Raveena she was 2 and half years old. 
She would cruise holding onto furniture but was not walking independently 
and had no structured language skills. Today, with the help of Lekotek, 
Raveena is progressing remarkably well, developing at the same level as her 
five year-old peers. Lekotek has been a wonderful resource. Raveena looks forward to play sessions with Lekotek leader, Jennifer, 
who focuses on developing her speech, cognitive and fine motor skills. She enjoys Compuplay (computer) sessions with Kristen and 
had the opportunity to attend her first camp at Lekotek - which she loved! Our family enjoys Happy Tails, Leko-music and Lekotek 
family programs. We thank the staff for all they do.
 

Meet the Johnson Family 

On a Tuesday afternoon, I arrived at my doctor’s office 38 weeks pregnant, 
feeling and looking like I was about to burst. I was measuring a little big and 
so an ultrasound was ordered. As the technician stared at the screen, she 
suggested that I go to the perinatology clinic so they could have a closer look. 
Not the naturally-anxious-type, I packed up my things and asked, “Should I 
call my husband?” Without hesitation, she replied “yes.” Suddenly, I knew 
something was very wrong. Two hours later, high-resolution images of Trett’s 
brain seemed to jump off the huge, flat-screen monitor showing severe  
hydrocephalus - a build-up of excess fluid on his brain. As I stared at the 
huge black spaces, which were enlarged ventricles filled with fluid, I thought 
“there’s supposed to be brain there.” As a clinical psychologist specializing in 
neurodevelopment, I knew what a 38-week-old brain was supposed to look 
like, and that was not it. A C-section was scheduled the next morning. 

On July 15, 2009, Trett was born, and subsequently diagnosed with a rare 
genetic disorder called L-1 syndrome. We had never heard of this syndrome and quite frankly, it seemed like no one else had either. 
By the time we added Lekotek to the mix, Trett already had a very full schedule and prioritizing what was most important was a  
constant struggle. As a psychologist who had referred many children to Lekotek, I knew the benefits, but still was a little unsure of 
what to expect. Much to our amazement, we have watched our 18-month-old son “build” with blocks on the computer, despite the 
fact that he can’t sit alone and has limited use of his hands. At Lekotek, Trett is able to show us what he knows and what he likes. I 
am sure that during each visit with Ms. Helene, Trett learns something; but more than that, we learn something. Through watching 
Trett play with computer games and adaptive toys at Lekotek, we are often reminded that there’s “a whole lot of brain in there,” 
which brings us full circle from where we started.

How Lekotek Makes a Difference
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Meet the Burton Family 
 
When asked to write about our family, I was at first reluctant. My husband, Jon, 
asked if it was because I felt that our daughter, Parr, was not a child with special 
needs. I believe I was hesitant because, although Parr receives physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, speech therapy, has a communication device to help her talk 
and uses a walker, she is simply a child that needs some extra help. She is first and foremost a child; a smart child with a sense of 
adventure and a clever sense of humor. She has become quite a feisty, loving, and confident little girl. 

We owe her wonderful personality, in part, to the people at Lekotek, who 
have helped Parr and our entire family in many ways. On every occasion that 
I have mentioned or merely wondered aloud about a different type of therapy 
or assistive program in their presence, Kristen Davis, our Lekotek leader, and 
Helene  Prokesch instantly respond with helpful advice, solutions and informa-
tion at their fingertips. Moreover, as far as Parr is concerned, Lekotek is simply 
synonymous with fun. So, although initially hesitant, I am glad I am able to 
share our experiences and share a little about one of the most wonderful 
people I know, my daughter; a little girl whose special needs are not what 
makes her special. I am also happy to have the opportunity to praise and 
thank our friends at Lekotek for helping Parr and so many other children be just 
who they are: children. 

Meet the Harper Family 

On March 11th 2005 the “honeymoon period “of my pregnancy ended 
and I was put on bed rest for the duration. My delivery date was not until 
July 2005. Little did we know that our son would meet the world on his 
time-frame. So, on April 2nd, Hanif Ali was born at 24 weeks gestation and 
weighed only 1.46 lbs. In the midst of all the potential issues my son had 
and would face, I had no idea where to start. Fortunately, a nurse at North-
side hospital told me about Lekotek. Every month without fail, Peggy met with 
us in the Northside and Scottish Rite neonatal intensive care units bringing not 
only toys and resources, but a magnificent personality and genuine kindness. 
Peggy helped me understand that through “play” and touch a child can learn 
and have fun. Peggy visited my son for a grueling nine month period while 
he was hospitalized. She played, trained, supported and encouraged our 
entire family, not just Hanif. 

And while our son has experienced developmental delays, he has achieved 
a number of miraculous milestones. We thank and acknowledge Lekotek and 
Peggy for many of his accomplishments - reaching, tracking, and manipulat-
ing objects. Peggy’s facilitation and encouragement using an array of extraordinary Lekotek toys made it possible for Hanif to suc-
ceed. Lekotek has been a Godsend to Hanif and our family. It is proof that something good can come out of any situation, no matter 
how daunting. My husband and I will always be grateful to “Aunt Peggy” and Lekotek.
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Champions ($2000 & Up) 
Joni and Mac Cushing
Nancy and Marshall Ford
Kathy McMillon
Dr. Michael Rothkopf

Partners ($1,000 to $1,999)
Perri and Rick Courtheoux
Sheldon and Barbara Kay
Sandy and Mike Moore
Mary Jane and Oliver Murray
Bonnie and Mark Patrick
Dr. Bonnie Prokesch and  
  Bryan Boucher
Dr. Richard and Helene  Prokesch
Susan and Alex Roush
Trish and Scott Thompson
Dr. Zandraetta Tims-Cook and 
  Marshall Cook
Vickey and Ed Wile

Fans ($500 to $999)
Anonymous
Donna Younts and Wayne Akins
Gary Alexander
Martha and Mike deMarco
Kate Hale
Christine and John Langone
Catherine and Al Liabastre
Jenice and Peter Pearl
Margaret Pumper and Simon Ahn
Carol and Fred Salmons
Diane and Jim Tebbel
Mike and Sara Terry
Aljean and W.P. Thompson, Jr.

Buddies ($250 to $499)
Laurie and Sid Besmertnik
Diane and Gerry Boucher
Marilyn Cooper Arkin
Joe DePew

Debbie Fox
David Grabowski
Dr. Howard and Ann Grant
Pam and Shawn Hardister
Dr. Eric and Maxine Honig
Drs. Carmen and Markus Klass
Carolyn and John Layman
Ellen and Bruce Lindemann
Debra and Mark McElhaney
Vicki and Tex Morgan
Michele Poirier
Lydia and Michael Price
Steven Prokesch
Dr. Neil and Judy Ramquist
Nicole and Christopher Rijo
Alaine Rothkopf
Mike Simonetto
Rosemary and Don Weber
Cathy and John Wymer III
Debbie and Charles Zink

Playmates ($100 to $249)
Janice and Robert Amos
Sarah Anderson
Hong Q Liang and Johnny Arnold
Jane Ayres and James Smith

Angel and Joel Ballew
Shirley and Bernie Boxer
Cindy A. Burch
Beth and Jon Burton
Jennifer and Howard Caplan
David Christian
Franke and John Cimaglia
Anne and Marc Cohen
Suzanne Courtheoux
Joyce and Ronald Crowe
Amanda Cunningham
Lucy and Wayne Cusick
Dr. Lee and Bonnie Diamond
Fiona and Moises Dominguez
Suzanne and Daniel Dooley
Muriel and Bernard Epstein
Lacy and William Evans
Anne and Eric Feldman

Linda and Bill Foster
Eleanor Frongillo
Lisa and Jeffrey Fuerst
Lynn Gardner
David Giancola
Tammy Greenberg-Duble
Dr. Gary and Jackie Greenhood
Karl Gretzinger
Jane and David  Hanson
Debbie and Bill Hatherly
Susan and Hugo Hofer
Jeanette and Allen James, DDS
Cheryl and C.B. Jennings
Sandra and Donald Jewell
Ellen and Joel Katzowitz
Anna and Andreas Kostopoulos
Bill Laverty
Ruth and Kenneth Lewis
Anne and John Limbird
Shawn and Donald Long
Sarah Lunceford
Jacqueline Marcucci
Annemarie and David Marschik
Barbara McGuire
Anne and Marshall McLaughlin
Robert Meek
Carolyn Meeks
Dr. John and Melissa Merlino
Simona and George Miller
Irene and Lou Minick
Ann and Michael Moren
Erina Nichols
Janice and Joe Nodvin
Luke O’Brian
Elizabeth and Jim Pearl
Isabel Pearlman
Dr. Mark and Elaine Penta
Carol and Mark Pollard
Betsy Primm
Lynn and David Raphael
Dr. David and Judy Rausher
Faith and Don Richardson
Mary Ann Romski
Dorothy and Bernard Rothkopf
Sekie Rothkopf
Karen and Stan Ruszkowski
Vickie and Jay Sanders
Deborah and William Seidl
Lauren and James Seidl
Gerry Serotte
Debbie Shipp
David Sotto
Cynthia Steinbreder
Sissy Steinbreder and Michael Luciani
Richard Tanaka
Lisa Marie Tatum

Friends of Lekotek
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Meredith and Tarek Tay
Marilyn and Leonard Teitelbaum
Cynthia and Ben Trammell
Sherry and Glenn Trimble

Tara Trimble
Beth and Bill Tumlin
Marie Waitsman
Mindy and Rick Waitsman
Linda and Dudley Wass
Drs. Barb and Joe Weissman
Sam Welsh
Judy Wicks
Catherine and Chip Wile
Bridget and Dennis Withers
Susan and Larry Wolkin
Lorie and John  Wooten

Pals (Up to $99)
Hayley and Bryan Alli
Pam and Dan Baker
Robyn Berger
Pat Bessette
Hershene and Joel Borrin
Juanita Bright
Holly and John Carter
William Cartwright
Chris Chandler
Mari and George Cleveland
Gladys Coffino
Katherine Cohen
Patty and James Cowie
Howard Cramer
Joan and Thomas Cunningham
Sarah and Pierre DeVincentis
Jane Shaw and Brian Dewey
Dr. Ivan and Jill Diamond
Anna Drost
Beth and Bob Eckstein
Christina and Clint Fishback

Nancy and Robert Freeman
Joan Goldman
Barbara and Stanley Greenberg
Sheldon Greenwald
Kathleen and Barry Hanna
Becky and David Harris
Melissa and Michael Hentges
Gladys Hirsch
Katrina and Spencer Johnson
Marcia and Leonard Katz
Becky and Brian Katzowitz
Samantha and Richard Kluglein
Dr. Steve Kolesar
Shannon and Harry Kramer
Susan and Richard Krohn
Nancy Leavitt
Carlene and Michael LeCompte
Kelly and  Barry Lewis
Jun Li
Cecile and Maurice Maher
Jacqueline Marucci
Patricia Marcucci
Barbara Mays
Nancy and Jim McClintock
Anne McComiskey
Joy McCullough
Cindy McDonald
Peggy McWilliams
Cindy Mervis
Sharon Mesker
Karen Milchus
Rachel Miller
Stephanie and Aaron Miller
Ruth Minsk
Amanda Moore
Cynthia and Stephen Morgan
Janna and Jack Morgan
Brenda and Alfred Morning
Lily Solmssen Moureaux
Lisa Newbern and James Brown
Linda Nichols
Anne Nieberding and  
  Jeffrey Weiner
Carolyn Olive
Jo and Jim Orr
Susan and Brooks Patterson
Richard and Janis Pease
Judith Perry
Carol Susan Podeszwa
Sarah Popowski
Mary and Howard Pousner
Michael Rausher
Andrew Reed

Ann and Morris Rothkopf
Marty Rotter
Erika and Michael Saffran
Judith and Stanley Schnitzer
Helen and Sid Schwaidelson
Rose Sevcik
Teresa and Edward Shartar
Elyse and David Shaw
Dr. Stanley and Judy Sherman
Dr. Julius and Carol Sherwinter
Betty Smith
Libra and Anthony Smith
Jane and Stephen Spann
Zelda Sprung
Linda and Don Sussman
Charlotte and Gene Tauches
Gigi and Doug Taylor
Jan and John Thompson
Nancy Rosenblum Tillison
Doreen and Ray Treat
Ruth A. Trimble
Carol and H.E. Tucker
Patty and Manoli Vastakis
Kathy and Diane Vorisek
Frances O’Meara and  
  Vincent Doran
Deborah and Mark Weiss
Macy Welsh
Bianca White
Steven Wilkins
Marian Williams
Jeffrey Willis
Max Wilmot
Doreen and Burt  Wittenberg
Lura and Paul Wright
Bea Yager
Pat and Mike Yarnold
Ronnie and Howard Zandman
Judi Zimmermann
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Laptop Wizards ($20,000 and up)
Belmont Foundation
Boxer Foundation
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta
Country Club of the South Charity Guild
Dunwoody Country Club
Fulton County Human Services
The Marcus Foundation
The Marjorie Neuhoff Private Foundation

Tower Builders ($10,000 to $19,999)
Abraham J & Phyllis Katz Foundation
Holly Lane Foundation
John Harland Foundation
Kaiser Permanente Foundation
Rothkopf Greenberg Family Foundation
Scott Hudgens Family Foundation
The Imlay Foundation
The Sara Giles Moore Foundation
Variety of Georgia
Waffle House Foundation
David, Helen and Marian  
  Woodward Fund

Castle Stackers ($5,000 to $9,999)
Anonymous
Anonymous

Mary Allen Lindsey Branan Foundation
Atlanta Foundation
Best Buy Children’s Foundation
Carpédia International
Community Associations Institute
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation
Ida A. Ryan Charitable Fund
John and Mary Franklin Foundation
Lipscomb Family Foundation
Lockheed Martin Aero Club
Montag & Caldwell
New York LIfe Foundation
Newell Rubbermaid
Piedmont Construction Group
Raymond M. Cash Foundation
Rosenthal Family Foundation
Stahl Family Foundation

Building Blocks ($2,500 to $4,999)
Andrew C. Carlos Family Investment
Atlanta Thrashers Foundation
Community Foundation for NE Georgia
Community Health Charities of Georgia
Conlee Family Supporting Foundation
Cox Enterprises
Cushing, Morris, Armbruster &  
  Montgomery
Florence H. Maxwell Foundation
Friedman Supporting Foundaton
H. M. Patterson & Son
Jane Smith Turner Foundation
Joe E. Johnston Foundation
John Wieland Homes
Marvin F. Poer & Company
May P. & Francis L. Abreu Charitable Trust
National Distributing Company
Nordson Corporation
Patricia Bowman Terwilliger Family   
  Foundation Charitable Trust
Publix Super Markets Charities
Rich Foundation
Richard C. Munroe Foundation
Snapping Shoals Electric Trust
Springlake Friends

SunTrust Bank Trusted Foundation -  
  Greene-Sawtell Foundation
The Billi Marcus Foundation
The Kroger Company

Toy Makers ($1,000 to $2,499)
Alex Roush Architects
Bricco Construction Company
Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation
Career Sports & Entertainment
CEO Ventures
Charles Schwab Foundation
Cora T. Lewis Memorial Trust
Covenant Benefit Services
Dekalb School Employees Foundation
Duane Morris
Festivity
Fulton County School Employee  
  Charitable Fund
Gannett Foundation
Genuine Parts
Graphics Central
Interest & Penalty Recovery Group
J & E Real Estate
Lois and Lucy Lampkin Foundation
Maslia Foundation
Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation
Oneida Builders
Pfizer
Pittulloch Foundation
Pratt Holdings (USA)
QuikTrip
Roswell Woman’s Club
Shepherd Harvey & Associates
Southern Regional Hospital
State Bank & Trust Company
Sutherland

The Kibler Foundation
Uni-Sky Corporation
Webkinz Foundation
Weiland Family Philanthropic Fund
Wells Fargo Capital Finance
West Foundation

Special Contributors
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Puzzle Solvers ($100 to $999)
A & D Painting
Aarons Grant & Habif
Ahrendt Rehabilitation
Alexis Kaiser Foundation
Alpha Delta Kappa, Theta Chapter
American Elevator
Atlanta Psychological Services
Audrey & Jack Morgan Foundation
Back 2 Back Chiropractic
Barnes Broyles & Associates
BB&T/Huffines-Russell & Assoc.
BlackHawk Builders
Brooks, McGinnis & Company
Center Neurology
CGI
Child Neurology
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Cobb EMC
Contractors Chemical Corporation
Coram Healthcare
Deloitte Consulting
Dunwoody Pediatrics
Dunwoody Women’s Club
Ed Voyles Acura
Eisenberg & Bogdanoff, DDS
Equival
Fidelity
Fiserv
French Wolf & Farr
Hall, Booth, Smith & Slover
Harold Alan Photographers
Hennessy Lexus
Hudson Family Foundation
Ippolito’s
Kid’s Creek
Kiddos’ Clubhouse
Kurt Salmon Associates
Lauren’s World
Levin Family Practice
MediumCool

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Morrison Management Specialists
Nancy G’s
Northside Oral Surgery
Olansky Dermatology Associates
Optimist Club of Atlanta
Performance Injury Centers
Pittman Construction
Post Hope Foundation
Powerade Zero
Repro Products
Rotary Club of East Cobb
Sensations Therafun
Shaw Industries
Showcase
Szabo Associates
Thrasher Contracting and Trucking
Towne Lake Optimist Club
Tucker Optimist  Club
Valentino Sales
Victor Realty
Waterproof SeatShield

Music Makers (under $99)
Northlake Kiwanis Golden K. Club
Rita’s Ice
Smith, White, Sharma and Halpern
The Wilson Law Firm

In Kind Donations
Accounting Business Concepts
Atlanta Spirit
Atlanta Zoo
Barnes Broyles & Associates
BMW
Braves Foundation
Chick-Fil-A
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Cliff Valley Partners
Contactivation

Ed Voyes Acura
Georgetown Starbucks
Graphic Central
Ken Guinn
High Cotton Apparel
Home Depot
Jason’s Deli
Lipsey Mountain Spring Water
Jean Norris 
Robert Meek
Cindy Mervis
National Premiums
Gretchen Stewart
Sweet Tomatoes
Walker Therapy
Walgreens

Employee Matching Companies
These companies have matched employee 
gifts to Lekotek. When making a donation 
to Lekotek, please ask if your company has 
a matching program.
 
Bank of America
Coca-Cola
Hewlett Packard
Lexis/Nexis
Pfizer
Yancey Brothers 

Employee Giving Opportunities
These employers promote charitable  
donations to Lekotek through payroll 
deductions.
 
Combined Federal Campaign
Dekalb School Employees
Fulton County School Employees  
  Foundation
State Merit Giving
SunTrust One Pledge
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The Kathy Couch Memorial Fund — Kathy Couch and daughter Laura, drove long distances to the Cliff Valley site. Despite a difficult 
illness, Kathy made great efforts for Laura to participate in weekly Compuplay sessions. Upon arriving both always had smiles. We hope 
their time at Lekotek meant as much to them as it did to us.

The Alex Cunningham Scholarship Fund — Alex Cunningham was a member of the 
Atlanta Optimist Club. During his lifetime and under his direction, the club designed and 
adapted toys for Lekotek kids. Mr. Cunningham’s toys continue to circulate, making a differ-
ence for children with disabilities. Affectionately nicknamed “Mr. C.”, his legacy lives on.

The Dorothy Kay Memorial Fund — Shelly Kay, past board member and chair, along with 
his sisters established a memorial fund to honor their mom. The purpose of this fund is to 
increase services to families on the waiting list. 

The Kevin Lewis Memorial Fund – Kevin was the son of Barry and Kelly Lewis. Kelly was a 
staff member from 1992 - 2000. For several years, Kevin was up early during his summer 
vacation to volunteer at summer computer camp. He had an abundance of patience and 
always an encouraging word for our campers.

The Ernie McWilliams Memorial Fund – Ernie was married to Peggy McWilliams who has 
been on staff for twenty years. Peggy initiated neonatal hospital play sessions and Ernie 
made many toys designed to meet the needs of these infants. His toys continue to help 
premature babies reach developmental milestones. 

The Trevor Meek Memorial Fund — Trevor Meek was the nephew of Sharon Meek and 
grandson of Robert Meek. Sharon was a staff member from 1984 to 1992. She was 
instrumental in establishing Lekotek’s innovative technology program. Trevor’s grandfather, 
Robert Meek, has created unique toy and technology solutions essential to the Lekotek 
inventory.

The Clemens E. Prokesch Memorial Fund — Dr. Clemens E. Prokesch was Helene 
Prokesch’s father-in-law. Dr. Prokesch was fond of Helene and her work on behalf of chil-
dren with disabilities. The Prokesch children—Richard, Steven and Linda—created this fund 
in memory of their dad to provide scholarships to families in need.

The Al Rothkopf Memorial Fund — Al Rothkopf was a cousin of Executive Director, Helene Prokesch. He and his wife, Sekie, have been 
long time advocates for children. Lekotek was honored by the family’s request that donations be made to Lekotek in Al’s memory.

Chester A. Roush, Jr. Estate Bequest — Mr. Roush’s grandson, Matthew was one of Lekotek’s first participants. This gift was designated by 
the Roush family in memory of Chester A. Roush, Jr. and in honor of Matthew. Matthew continues to enjoy LekoPals.

The Diane Wolpert Memorial Fund — Diane Wolpert was not only a friend to executive director, Helene Prokesch, but a friend to 
everyone. She was one of the first to visit Lekotek in the basement of Easter Seals. Diane secured corporate and individual donations.  
She volunteered at special events and never missed a Lekotek run.

Lekotek Scholarship & Special Gift Funds

Scholarships &

Memorial Funds 

These funds were created by parents and named in memory of children who benefited 
from Lekotek services. These funds continue to make a difference for Lekotek families.
The Corey Etkind Memorial Fund 	 The Rachel Mann Memorial Fund 
The Katie Frongillo Memorial Fund	 The Lauren Martin Scholarship Fund 
The Kathryn Gillespie Memorial Fund	 The Joshua Shartar Scholarship Fund
The Lindsay Kluglein Memorial Fund 	 The Charlotte Zink Technology Fund
			          
These funds are named in memory of Lekotek grandparents and great-grandparents 
whose grandchildren and great grandchildren have benefited from Lekotek services. 
The Beulah Beyer Memorial Fund	 The Ulrich V. Solmssen Memorial Fund  
The Pasquale Buchieri Memorial Fund   	 The Joan Tebbel Memorial Fund
The John Kalinski Memorial Fund 	 The Talmadge L. Williams Memorial Fund
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Board of Directors 

Joel Ballew, B.A.
Sales Executive, Omega Benefits Group

Beth Burton, Attorney
State Attorney General’s Office

John Cimaglia, CLU, ChFC
Retired, New York Life

Lisa Fuerst, Attorney
Pankey & Horlock, LLC

Lynn B. Gardner, M.H.A.
Business Owner - Lekotek Parent

Nicole Rijo, B.A.
Dir. of Marketing Services, CEO Ventures 

Bonnie Patrick, B.A.
Owner, Attached To Me

Michael Price, B.A.
General Partner, CEO Ventures

Faith Richardson, B.A.
Supply Teacher, Cobb County Schools

Stan Ruszkowski, B.S., M.S.
CPA

Carol Salmons, M.A.,CCC-SLP	
Manager of Rehab Southern Satellites
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta

Mike Terry, B.A.
Principal, Signature Baskets

Scott Thompson, Attorney
General Counsel
Piedmont Construction Group

Mindy Waitsman, Attorney
Moore & Reese

Barbara Weissman, M.D.
Pediatric Neurologist, Children’s Healthcare
Assoc. Professor Pediatrics, Emory

Susan Wolkin, M.Ed. 			 
Director North Metro Programs
Fulton Co. Schools

One hundred percent of the board 
supports Lekotek financially, in addition 
to donating their time and expertise in 
various fields.

Funding Advisory

Nancy Ford, CPA 
Corporate Finance, Coca-Cola Company

Shawn Hardister, CPA,CFP
Director - Brooks, McGinnis & Company

Kathy McMillon, B.A.
VP, SunTrust Bank

Erina Nichols, B.A.
Communications, Siemens

Janice Nodvin
Program Director
Study of Disadvantage and Disability 

Fred Salmons, CMA
VP, National Director
Marvin Poer & Company

John Seidl, M.B.A.
Principal, Kurt Salmon Associates

Nicole Tripp
Principal, NHT Consulting

Carl Valentino 
EVP, Carpédia International

Vickey Wile
Event Planner

Staff 

Maria Canaba, CRT
Recreation Therapist 

Michelle Cast, B.A., M.A. 
Speech Therapist

Jennifer Johnston, M.Ed. 
Early Childhood Special Education

Jackelyn Lamb, B.A.
Special Education

Ellen Lindemann, B.S., M.S.
Assistant Director

Peggy McWilliams, B.A.
Psychology/Special Education

Hannah Nabors, B.A.
Child Life

Lisa Nevitt, B.A.
Psychology/Early Childhood

Kristen Popham, B.S.Ed.
Recreation Therapist

Helene Prokesch, M. Ed.
Founder and Executive Director

The Lekotek Team
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Lekotek of Georgia, Inc.
1955 Cliff Valley Way, Suite 102, Atlanta, GA 30329

Phone: 404.633.3430  |  Fax: 404.633.1242. |  Email: info@lekotekga.org 
Website: www.lekotekga.org


