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6,500 
children with 
physical and 
cognitive 
disabilities served
to date

6 
locations throughout
metro Atlanta

21,200 
moms, dads, siblings, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles have benefitted 
from Lekotek programs

80 
family events implemented this year 
that include an Easter Egg hunt, zoo 
day, Halloween party, Holiday party, 
rafting, fishing and others

4,200 

play/learning sessions 
conducted this year  

37  years  of  success 

1,200
neonatal and home based play 
sessions conducted by staff



In the months leading up to their child’s birth, parents have high aspirations for their  
daughter or son, anticipating what she or he might accomplish. Upon learning that their 
child has a disability, they naturally react with disbelief, shock, and anguish. But sadness and 
grief quickly turn into a steadfast determination for their child to have a rich, meaningful life. 
When families encounter road blocks, Lekotek provides solutions and encouragement. Our 
families take comfort in knowing they are not alone. 

Recently, Tijan, a little boy who has a rare genetic syndrome, attended camp. His mom  
confided that he had never had a friend; children were afraid of him because he looks  
different. But at Lekotek summer computer camp Tijan, a bright little boy with a cheerful  
personality, was the most popular camper.  Lekotek helped Tijan see that he could make 
friends. Lekotek also helps moms and dads, siblings and grandparents feel less isolated, pro-
viding opportunities for them to interact, learn, and share with others. We are a community.

Children with disabilities have the same needs as every child—to learn, play, be included, 
have friends, and be loved. To realize their full potential, they need people to see  all  of 
them: their unique personalities, their talents, their sense of humor, their ambitions. And 
they need to learn how to believe in themselves so that they can achieve their dreams. Today 
many Lekotek graduates are attending colleges and working in their communities. Some are 
living independently and others in group homes. All are achieving their goals and realizing 
Lekotek’s mission of inclusion.

There is a story about raising a child with a disability by Emily Perl Kingsley that is a favorite 
among those of us in the field of special education. “When you’re going to have a baby, it’s 
like planning a fabulous vacation trip - to Italy,” and when the plane lands, you find yourself 
in Holland. “But after you’ve been there for a while and you catch your breath, you look 
around...and you begin to notice that Holland has windmills...and Holland has tulips. Holland 
even has Rembrandts.” Lekotek is proud to have helped thousands of families travel safely 
and appreciate the beauty of Holland.

Lekotek of Georgia is unique in helping all children learn through play. While children with 
disabilities spend countless hours at therapy and doctors’ appointments, it’s important that 
they have time to play just like any other child. At Lekotek, toy, computer and iPad adap-
tations equalize the playing field making it possible for every child to experience the joy 
of play while learning along the way.  Facilitating opportunities for successful play helps 
children develop confidence and self-esteem. As our Lekotek kids graduate and go on to 
college and work places, the success they find at Lekotek creates the self- assurance they 
need in their young adult lives. 

Lekotek envisions a world where children with disabilities are included and empowered 
through play. Our mission is to facilitate the inclusion of children with disabilities into fam-
ily, school and community life by providing accessible play, adapted toys and technology, 
information and resources. Since 1983, Lekotek has made a difference for more than 6,500 
children and families. Children receiving services have a wide range of disabilities includ-
ing, but not limited to, attention deficit disorders, speech delays, cognitive delays, autism, 
cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, hearing and/or vision loss, neuromuscular disorders, and 
spina bifida. Participants include families of all races and religions with varied economic 
and social backgrounds. While Lekotek charges minimal fees, no family is denied services 
due to an inability to pay. Lekotek welcomes families from all Georgia counties and even 
other states.

“Lekotek”is a made-up Swedish word meaning play library. Originating in Stockholm, Swe-
den, in 1963, Lekotek was the concept of two parents. These families had children with 
disabilities and were advised to place their children in residential institutions. These moms 
were determined to make inclusion a goal for their children. And so they founded Lekotek, 
believing that play and toy adaptations would facilitate learning and inclusion. 

At Lekotek, parents are welcomed with encouragement and a listening ear. When families 
visit, they are provided with leading edge technology, disability information and referrals to 
additional resources. Following hour-long play/learning sessions, families borrow adapted 
toys, iPads, computers, input devices and software, designed to meet the individual needs 
of their child. 

Lekotek leaders have backgrounds in education, child life, music, recreation, and speech 
therapy. During a play session, they select toys, software and iPad applications designed to 
improve the child’s specific weaknesses while strengthening abilities. Unlike typical thera-
pies, parents, siblings, grandparents and even aunts and uncles participate in play sessions.

Welcome  to
lekotek

THE  POWER 
OF  PLAY
THE  POWER
OF  LEKOTEK

leko-who, 
leko-what?

Helene Prokesch
Founder & Executive Director
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93%
Percent of parents who have 
aquired new skills to help 
their child learn through play. 

97%
Percent of families who have 
increased working knowledge 
of adapted toys, software and 
technology. 

93%
Percent of families that feel 
less isolated.

95%
Percent of families who play 
together more often. 

95%
Percent of families who 
now provide their child 
with developmentally  
appropriate toys.

92%
Percent of families who  
feel more comfortable 
participating in community 
activities with their child.

93%
Percent of parents who  
believe their child has 
learned cause and effect, 
computer literacy and/or 
cognitive abilities due to 
Lekotek.

100%
Percent of families who do 
not feel judged at Lekotek. 

96 %
Percent of families who  
receive helpful information 
and resources. 

lekotek
family
survey
OUTCOMES

When I think about the many years our family spent at Lekotek, what comes to mind is 
that Lekotek is a wonderful place where all people can play and learn. At Lekotek, no one is 
judged and everyone is accepted.  By being accepted into a community like Lekotek, I was 
able to make friends and relate to others.

As a person with a disability, specifically cerebral palsy (CP), I struggle every day with walk-
ing and balance. In addition, there are other challenges. Perhaps the greatest is accepting 
that life is going to be harder than it is for others. Another difficulty of having CP was finding 
schools with the right program for me. In middle school, we realized that I needed to be at 
a school with a smaller student teacher ratio. Ms. Helene was a big help in finding the right 
school for me. Attending this school improved my academic performance. It also helped 
me become my own advocate, as it was the first time I attended a different school than my 
two, triplet sisters. 

I have some great memories of play sessions with my two sisters and brother and later at-
tending computer camp with my siblings. My siblings and I graduated from being campers 
to counselors.  We made sure the computer games worked correctly and helped campers 
access the computers with modifications designed to meet their specific needs. There have 
been many benefits from volunteering at Lekotek. The first benefit is that I have made great 
friends. The friends I have made at Lekotek helped me realize that I have to keep trying and 
never give up. The second benefit is that I helped the campers experience success by en-
couraging them to keep trying. As I transition to the Academy program at Kennesaw State 
University, I will miss volunteering at Lekotek. However, I will take a part of Lekotek with me 
to Kennesaw State because 2 volunteers I met at Lekotek, Emily Nevitt and Mia Vahle, will 
be my helpers while I live on campus. 

In addition to volunteering at Lekotek camp, going to the Lekotek race and the pumpkin 
patch are also fond memories. At the Lekotek race, I would walk the 1 mile race and then 
help Ms. Helene give out the race awards. The annual pumpkin patch was held every fall. 
My family and I would go to the pumpkin patch and pick out a big pumpkin and little pump-
kins for each of us. We would put the little pumpkins on the window sills and enjoy all fall. 

I would like to thank Ms. Helene for starting Lekotek because I would not be as smart with 
technology as I am today. I would also like to thank the entire Lekotek staff for supporting 
me. Lekotek has made a huge difference in my life because it has helped me realize my 
talents and abilities.  Lekotek is a special place. It’s been a home where our family has been 
able to have fun, learn together and meet new friends.

in  her
own  words

Meet  Noelle  Ford
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UNIQUE &  
 DIVERSE  
PROGRAM  
SERVICES 

toy/Computer/iPad  Lending  Library 
Lekotek’s toy/computer inventory is comprised of more than 4,300 select toys, software 
programs, adapted keyboards, joysticks, trackballs, computers and iPads with educational 
applications. From rattles and drums to touch windows and adapted keyboards, seeing, 
hearing, and touching toys make it possible for children to master skills. During one-hour 
play sessions, Lekotek leaders model the creative use of the toys and computer equipment 
for each child. Families are encouraged to use the toys, computers and iPads to create a 
playful and educational environment at home. 

Computers and software, iPads and applications are possibly the most powerful toys in  
Lekotek’s  inventory. As the community has become aware of Lekotek’s need for equip-
ment, individuals and corporations have donated iPads and computers. These are used 
at our centers and also loaned to families. Before the family borrows the computer or 
iPad, the Lekotek leader customizes it to meet the child’s individual needs and the parent 
receives training on how to use adapted input devices, software and apps. More than two 
hundred computers have been loaned. Replicating this successful model, Lekotek began 
loaning iPads several years ago. To date, more than ninety families have had the opportu-
nity to have an iPad at home for a two month period. Both loan programs provide excellent 
opportunities for children with disabilities to experience technology and its benefits.

resource  library 
Through the resource library, parents have an opportunity to borrow books, magazines, 
periodicals, and videos on a wide variety of disability-related topics. Siblings and grandpar-
ents can also check out books that address their concerns.

compuplay
The Compuplay program is designed to meet the needs of children between the ages 
of 2 to 18. Youngsters and parents attend five one-hour, weekly family sessions to enjoy 
and learn from computer and iPad play. Staff-written software with large icons makes it 
possible for children with visual impairments and fine motor delays to use the programs. 
Adapted software that includes auditory and visual scanning for children who are blind or 
hearing impaired is available. With an array of color, graphics, music, and sound prompts, 
these programs provide opportunities for successful learning. 

Hardware options include an eye gaze system, adapted joysticks, touch screens, adapted 
trackballs, and switches (large buttons interfaced with the computer). An eye gaze system 
allows the child to use a computer simply by looking. A camera affixed to the computer, 
tracks the child’s pupils and just by looking the child is able to direct the cursor.  With in-
novative technology, children are reading, writing stories, playing music, learning math 
concepts, word processing and problem solving. Computer and iPad assisted learning is 
making it possible for children with disabilities to participate with siblings at home and 
peers in school.

Neonatal  &  Home  Based  Play  Sessions
During the past decade, there has been a significant increase in premature births resulting 
in developmental delays and lengthy hospital stays in the NICU (neonatal intensive care 
unit). Conducting play sessions at the hospital helps to normalize the hospital environment 
as infants, parents, grandparents and siblings interact with one another and learn through 
play. When these infants are discharged, many are medically fragile and require home 
visits. One mom commented, “With each bag of toys, Lekotek brought hope and joy.” With 
a laptop and a Lekotek bag filled with developmentally appropriate toys, Lekotek leaders 
bring the outside world of play to the child. While more costly, these visits may be even 
more important for children unable to travel. 

Music  Classes,  Play  Days  and  Family  Events 
Music classes are conducted quarterly. Using instruments and movement, children learn 
to follow directions and interact with family members. Play dates are conducted through-
out the year and include music, Happy Tails and Careing Paws animal assisted therapy, arts 
and crafts, Easter Egg Hunts and family activities in the community.  Family events include 
annual visits to state parks, children’s museums, the pumpkin patch, zoo, and attending 
major league baseball and basketball games. With support from Lekotek, families who 
might be hesitant to participate in community events now enjoy all that Atlanta has to 
offer as would any family. 

summer  computer  camp 
Lekotek offers an annual four-week summer computer camp for children between the 
ages of 4 and 12. Children with disabilities are asked to invite a sibling or friend to partici-
pate with them. State-of-the-art technology equalizes the playing field making it possible 
for everyone to participate together.

computer  club
Computer Club was initiated for Lekotek “graduates,” but youngsters above the age of nine 
who previously have not participated in Lekotek play sessions are also welcome. Just as 
typical adolescents and teens participate in clubs, Computer Club provides opportunities 
for our youngsters to socialize and participate in a club activity. Few programs like these 
exist for children with disabilities. Following computer activities, everyone enjoys dinner 
and birthdays are frequently celebrated at Computer Club.

lekopals
LekoPals is a unique social program for teens with disabilities ages 15 and above. Lekotek 
staff and peer volunteers facilitate fun activities that include computer games, bowling, 
and age-appropriate outings. Atlanta-area high school and college students volunteer as 
peer mentors at both LekoPals and Club.

Product  Design
Since Lekotek’s inception, staff members have designed toys, computer devices and soft-
ware to meet the needs of children with disabilities. Lekotek has a catalogue of products 
and all proceeds from the sale of products support direct services.

lekotek  sibshops
Sibshops create opportunities for brothers and sisters of children with special needs  
to meet other siblings in a fun atmosphere.  Brothers and sisters who have the longest  
relationship with the person with special needs have much to offer each other. The  
Sibshop model intersperses information and discussion with ice-breakers, fun games, and 
computer activities. Sibshops are not therapy, although their effect may be therapeutic. 
Lekotek is extremely proud to be a registered Sibshop certified by Don Meyer and the 
Sibling Support Project at the University of Washington in Seattle. 

Training  Programs
Staff members conduct workshops on inclusion, assistive technology and toy adapting. 
Agencies, professionals, and parents benefit from a variety of consulting and support  
services. Lekotek is well respected in Georgia and throughout the country for its expertise 
in disabilities, inclusion, and toy and technology adaptations.
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Now in its 37th year, Lekotek of Georgia has made a difference for more than 6,500 children and families. This year, 828 children  
participated in play sessions, camp, club, music, community outings, and computer/iPad evaluations at six locations. Satellite growth 
has made it possible for families to receive services closer to their homes. Unfortunately, waiting lists to receive services still exist. 
Children with special needs do not have time to wait and the board is committed to raising funds necessary to employ additional staff 
to keep the wait to a minimum.

main  center  
Atlanta, Georgia—In 1983, Lekotek of Georgia began operations in the basement of Easter Seals on Maple Drive. Today, the main site is 
located on Cliff Valley Way near I-85 and North Druid Hills in Atlanta. This site occupies 3,000 square feet and has the space and resources 
to conduct five play sessions simultaneously. In addition, workshops, Lekotek leader training, computer/iPad evaluations, compuplay, 
play groups, music classes, summer computer camp and Sunday afternoon computer club are offered at the Cliff Valley location.

Satellite  Centers  
Alpharetta, Georgia—Families in Forsyth and North Fulton counties requested that Lekotek offer services closer to their homes.  
Originally housed at Children’s Healthcare in Alpharetta, this site opened in 2000. Due to the demand for increased space to meet the 
needs of additional families, this site relocated to an office park in downtown Alpharetta.  Approximately 400 families have benefitted 
from play sessions, play dates, music, compuplay and computer/iPad evaluations at this site. 
 
Duluth, Georgia—Lekotek of Georgia’s first satellite was established in 1991 with donated space from Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. 
Located in donated space at Children’s Rehabilitation Center on Satellite Boulevard in Duluth, this site currently conducts play/learning 
sessions to 45 families. During the past 28 years, more than 800 families have benefited from its services. 

Kennesaw, Georgia—With a grant from the John Harland Foundation, Lekotek of Georgia opened the Cobb satellite in 2002. Located 
near the intersection of I-75 and I-575, this site reaches families in Cobb, Cherokee, Bartow, and surrounding counties. During its first 
year, the Cobb site exceeded all expectations in providing play sessions to 110 families. To date, 650 families have participated in play 
groups, club, compuplay, computer/iPad evaluations, music, Happy Tails, rafting and fishing, Easter Egg Hunts, community outings and 
play sessions. With a lengthy waiting list and an opportunity to expand, this site doubled its size in July of 2017. 

Fayetteville, Georgia—In June 2006, Lekotek opened a southside satellite in Fayetteville, Georgia and more than 350 families have 
benefited. Seed money from the Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta was used to purchase the initial inventory of toys,  
educational materials and computer equipment. This same Foundation provided seed money to initiate Lekotek of Georgia in 1983. 
Programs at this satellite include play sessions, music, compuplay and computer/iPad evaluations, Easter Egg Hunts, community  
outings and Careing Paws pet therapy visits. 

Gainesville, Georgia – In March of 2011, Lekotek of Georgia initiated a fifth satellite in donated space provided by Walker Therapy. This 
site quickly outgrew the space provided by Walker and now occupies 1200 square feet in an office building.  More than 175 families 
in North Georgia who previously were unable to participate due to lengthy travel distances to sites, have now benefited from Lekotek. 
The Gainesville Lekotek offers play sessions, music, Happy Tails, family activities and computer/iPad evaluations.

lekotek
locations

Collaboration  with  Organizations  and  Schools 
Happy Tails and Careing Paws nonprofit animal-assisted therapy organizations, visit Lekotek 
regularly. Their volunteers have pets that have completed obedience and other specified 
training. Frequent guests include dogs, rabbits, turtles, cats and guinea pigs. Partnering with 
The National Park Service and Chattahoochee Nature Center, Lekotek conducts picnics, fish-
ing and rafting trips.

Lekotek also works closely with statewide Babies Can’t Wait, Georgia P.I.N.E.S. (a state-
wide program for children with sensory disabilities), FOCUS (Families Of Children Under 
Stress), Parent to Parent, The Marcus Autism Center, The Center for the Visually Impaired,  
Make-A-Wish Foundation, The Down Syndrome Association, therapists, physicians, public 
and private schools, statewide early intervention programs, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 
and other Atlanta area hospitals. Referral sources continue to expand and partnering with 
the organizations mentioned above has helped Lekotek reach metropolitan, suburban, and 
rural areas.

To promote disability awareness, Lekotek staff conduct workshops on toy adaptation and 
assistive technology to companies, schools and colleges. During Disability Week in Georgia, 
Lekotek leaders visit elementary schools in several counties. Students without disabilities 
use adapted toys and computer equipment to understand how learning and play are made 
accessible to children with special needs.

Lekotek partners with professors at Georgia Tech who create solutions for people with  
disabilities. Dr. Ayanna Howard and her Human-Automation Systems lab are developing new 
robots with accompanying iPad games to assist in play therapy. Their newest robot, Avatar, 
is used to encourage communication and socialization while helping children with special 
needs enjoy tablet devices. 

Dr. Stephen Sprigle is in the Rehabilitation Engineering Lab. His students have built light 
boxes for Lekotek to help children with visual impairments. They have also successfully 
created a customized arm support for a little girl who could not hold her arm up to operate 
the computer or iPad. Staff members continue to identify needed solutions that Georgia Tech 
students can design and create for our children.

Publications,  Website  and  Facebook  
To maintain contact with families and professionals throughout the country, Lekotek  
publishes a newsletter that includes Lekotek news, information on specialized toys and  
innovative technology, a guest editorial, profiles of Lekotek families and an acknowledge-
ment of sponsors. Lekotek’s mailing list now exceeds 2,200.

Parents and professionals can learn about our services and products by visiting our website 
(www.lekotekga.org) and Facebook page (www.facebook.com/lekotekga). These sites are 
also linked to additional resources. Families and friends of Lekotek can learn of upcoming 
programs and special events through our LinkedIn and Facebook pages.

PARTNERSHIPS 
&  RESOURCES
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Lekotek of Georgia has been successful in raising funds from foundations, corporations, civic groups, individuals and special events 
that include an annual run, golf tournament, Brewfest and silent auction. As a result, its financial condition is stable. At year-end, June 
30, 2019, reserves were approximately 100 percent of the 2019 - 2020 fiscal year budget. These reserves are crucial for safeguarding 
the organization against contingencies, initiating new services, increasing capacity, and maintaining an inventory of “state of the art” 
technology. 

Lekotek’s board of directors is extremely proud that 90 percent of donations support direct services to children and families. In addition 
to providing their time and expertise in diverse fields, all directors contribute financially to Lekotek.

Please consider a donation to Lekotek in your will and/or estate planning. Additional funding will help Lekotek meet the demand for 
increased services to children with disabilities and their families. Near-term priorities include purchasing new leading edge technology 
and expanding home visits, computer camp, staff training, compuplay sessions, iPad loans and family programs. There is a critical need 
for additional staff to eliminate waiting lists. With community support, these goals will be achieved.

We thank everyone who has contributed to Lekotek’s accomplishments. We appreciate your confidence and look forward to your con-
tinued involvement in the years ahead.

fiscal
snapshot

OUR  INSPIRATION  -  CONRAD
Conrad is our inspirational, pure, kind, thoughtful, sweet, and witty little five year old 
who takes on life with incredible perseverance. Conrad was a healthy, full term baby 
and we were instantly smitten. Four weeks later at his one month check-up, our doctor 
noticed he was keeping his head turned in one direction. He recommended a physical 
therapy evaluation and we began treatment for torticollis. What we thought was just 
torticollis turned into hypotonia (low muscle tone) as he grew. At 16-20 months, almost 
like a light switch, all the words he knew and used on a daily basis disappeared. We 
pushed it aside, thinking he was working on walking and it was hard to do two things 
at the same time. 

With his older sister in kindergarten and a new baby at home, we enrolled Conrad in a 
preschool. Conrad’s teacher was concerned that he wasn’t playing with others. I made 
up every excuse to explain why, “Maybe it’s just his personality, or “Perhaps there is 
too much activity in the class”. But I knew it wasn’t and following her suggestion, we 
pursued services from Babies Can’t Wait. They provided structured play and suggested 
he be evaluated for autism. “No way, really?”, “Not my kid, he can’t have autism”. Their 
concerns were confirmed at his three year check-up, a day that is forever etched in my 
memory. 

As a special education teacher myself, (go figure) I knew that surrounding him with typi-
cal peers and continuing private therapies would help close the gap and keep him mov-
ing forward. We learned about Lekotek  - a program whose mission is to help children 
with special needs all while playing and increasing social skills -  sign us up! All three of 
my children love Ms. Valerie. She is patient, kind and chooses toys and games not just 
for Conrad, but also for Savannah and Farrah. Lekotek is truly unique in including siblings 
and making them feel important too. Our three children love Happy Tails, Leko-Music, 
the Halloween Party, Zoo Day and all Lekotek events. But their absolute favorite is sum-
mer computer camp. I love that it gives the child with special needs an opportunity to 
have a great time with other children with special needs. Equally important, it gives  
“typical” siblings the opportunity to come together. Like a big melting pot, they all learn 
from each other. 

OUR  BEAUTIFUL  BELLE  
“Every day may not be good but there is something good in every day.”  This has been 
our inspiration since embarking on a very unique journey with our special little girl.  
Belle was a full-term, “healthy” 5 month old baby until one day in March of 2016.  Belle 
began having seizures, which led to a hospital stay and MRI.  What we anticipated to be 
a normal MRI was far from it.  The photos of Belle’s brain showed a rare brain malforma-
tion called Pachygyria- meaning parts of Belle’s brain are smooth rather than wrinkly.  
It’s most pronounced in the back portion of Belle’s brain, in areas that control motor 
skills and visual processing. 

Due to this malformation Belle has limited use of her arms, impaired visual process-
ing and significant delays with sitting and weight bearing.  We are involved in many 
therapy sessions which aren’t always fun.  But that is where Lekotek comes in.  Upon 
our first visit with our Lekotek leader, Valerie, we knew we had a reprieve from rigor-
ous therapy sessions.  Belle instantly connected with Valerie and spends every ses-
sion smiling from ear to ear and cackling as she plays with fun toys and technology, 
selected and adapted to meet her needs.  Belle’s fine motor skills and use of her arms 
are improving because of Lekotek. And best of all, we get to take everything home to  
continue to play, practice and learn. The joy we receive seeing Belle motivated and suc-
cessful is priceless.  

Lekotek is an inspirational organization for parents and families like us.  It gives us hope 
that Belle will progress and achieve all that she is capable of accomplishing.  No parents 
expect to face these kinds of challenges. But life with Belle suddenly puts everything 
into perspective. We celebrate every win, no matter how big or small.  We are proud 
of Belle and from the bottom of our hearts we thank our Lekotek family for their love 
and support. 

Making  a   
Difference  One  
Child  at  a  Time
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Personnel
Director/Lekotek Leaders
Contracted Services
Educational Consultants
Personnel Total    $354,800

Operational Expenses 
Facilities  
Staff Development 
Professional Dues Subscriptions 
Total Operational Expenses   $234,200

Special Programs
Technology Program  
Scholarship Fund 
Neonatal and Home-Based Play Sessions  
Summer Computer Camp  
Satellite Expansion 
LekoPals/Computer Club Inclusion Project  
Computer and iPad Evaluations 
Total Program Expenses   $121,000

Capital Expenditures
Specialized Toy and Educational Inventory 
Technology Equipment - Adapted input devices & software 
Total Capital Expenditures     $40,000 

Total Budget    $750,000

Projected   Revenue   Streams

General Contributions                                     $437,000
Special Events                       $165,500
Direct Mail Fundraising Campaign       $65,000
Membership Dues/ Computer Fees    $25,500
Professional/Consulting Fees         $1,000
Family Program Fees           $2,000
Board Pledge      $25,000
Interest Dividends      $29,000
 
Total Projected Income                       $750,000
(This is the total organizational budget to operate six sites.) 
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champions
$2,000  and  up
Anonymous
Donna Younts and Wayne Akins
Karen and Tommy Beman
Elaine and John Carlos
Joni and Mac Cushing
Carrie and Dan Donovan
Catherine and Lance Hagaman
Adam Johnson
Afton and Theodore LaVallee
Sandy and Mike Moore
Dr. Michael and Cary Rothkopf
Linda and Larry Smith
Joanne and Win Smith
Sally and Charlie Thomason
Scott Thompson
Rosemary and Don Weber
Vickey and Ed Wile

partners
$1,000  to  $1,999 
Aimee Alexander
Shawn and Jim Ballew
Dr. Bonnie Prokesch and Bryan Boucher
Michele and Dave Calhoun
Perri and Rick Courtheoux
Katie and Jim Edwards
Laura and Ed Eschleman
Irma Rodriguez and Fred Fernandez
Nancy and Marshall Ford
Laura and Shawn Fowler
Kate Hale
Eb and Lucy Munden
Leslie and Gary Null
Lydia and Michael Price
Dr. Richard and Helene Prokesch
Elise Rubenstein
Pat and Ben Satterfield
Lauren and John Seidl
Mary Beth and Michael Sierra
Mimi and Corky Umstead
Diane and Bill Weatherford

fans
$500  to  $999 
Anonymous
Laurie and Sid Besmertnik
Dr. Ann Early Bibb
Marc Cohen
Anthony Daniel
Laura and David Flink
Debbie Fox
Margaret Grice
Dr. Anna Kalynych
Dr. John and Christine Langone

Ellen and Bruce Lindemann
Carl Mansell
Carolyn Meeks
Dr. John and Melissa Merlino
Matthew Pearl
Betsy Primm
Steven Prokesch
Judy and Neil Ramquist
Linda and Rick Raschke
Mary Ann Romski
Karen Smith
Traci and Reggie Steward
Lynn and Tom Tolleson
Drs. Barb and Joe Weissman
Cathy and John Wymer

buddies
$250  to  $499 
Carola Cuba and Rene de Vries
Gary Alembik
Danielle Ayers
Andrea and Stuart Bern
Don Beskin
Emily Chester
Joyce and Ronald Crowe
Martha and Mike deMarco
Donna and Furman Drake
Kathy and David Giancola
Janet Gross and Jonathan Glass
Ilene and Adrian Grant
Dr. Eric and Maxine Honig
Lorraine Kaas
Barb and Shelly Kay
Vanessa and Harlan Kickhoefer
Kelly and John  Kinder
Anne McComiskey
Marsha and Tom McNeer
Meg Flynn Monteith
Susan and Stephen Owings
Susan and Brooks Patterson
Jenice and Peter Pearl
Carol and Mark Pollard
Jackie Marcucci and David Price
Scott Rothkopf and Jonathan Burnham 
Susan and Mitchell Rothkopf 
Sheila and Marty Rotter
Susan and Alex Roush
Carol and Fred Salmons
Johanna and David Skid
Jane Ayers and Jim Smith
Julie Tenney
Judge Rick and Mindy Waitsman
Molly and Jeff Willis
Gay Winter
Christina and Mike Wolf
Lorie and John Wooten
Monica and Chris Wright
Debbie and Charles Zink

playmates
$100  to  $249
Sarah Anderson
Duane Bargiel
Inez Beyer
Hershene and Joel Borrin
Diane and Gerry Boucher
Dr. Rob and Jennifer Breiman
Judge Gerrilyn and Walter Brill
Joe Buie
Beth and John Burton
Christina Callesis
James Caldwell III
Dr. Howard and Jennifer Caplan
Bridgette Carter
William Cartwright
Debi Chalker
Franke and John Cimaglia
Meredith Clubb
Gladys Coffino
Sharon Cohen
Sharon Cole
Leigh and Michael Cook
Amanda Cunningham
Nicole Deaton
Dr. Ivan and Jill Diamond
Dr. Lee and Bonnie Diamond
Stephen Doherty
Fiona and Moses Dominguez
Suzanne and Daniel Dooley
Shon Dorsey
Lynette and David Evans
Brandi Fairchild
Anne and Eric Feldman
Bebe Fendel
Dr. Bruce and Debbie Fisher
Linda and Bill Foster
Eleanor Frongillo
Marcia and Josh Ganz
Kim and John Gravely
Dr. Gary and Jackie Greenhood
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Karl Gretzinger
Sara Hall
Kathy and Randy Harber
Yvonne and Mike Harreld
Genevieve and Darrell Harris
Susan and Richard Haskell
Christopher Hayes
Laura and Stuart Hayman
Melissa and Michael Hentges
Lesley High
Susan Hogan
Dr. Andre Holmes
Jennifer and Eric Hooper
Kristine and Tony Intveld
Drs. Sandra and Don Jewell
Michelle Johnson
Ellen and Joel Katzowitz
Amy Berne and Rick Klupchak
Dr. Stephen Kolesar
Anna and Andy Kostopoulos
Erina and Randy Lambeth
Brianna LeGate
Cheryl and Michael Lipton
Ruth Litwin
Sissy and Michael Luciani
Lynette Mathews
Lynette and Horton McCurdy
David McFarland
Anne and Marshall McLaughlin
Pat and Paul McNaughton
Simona and George Miller
Nancy Miller
Kris Miller
Vicki and Tex Morgan
James Mulholland
Timothy Neja
Janice and Joe Nodvin
Margaret O’Neal
Julie Parmer
Bonnie and Mark Patrick
Richard Pease
Kristy Pierce
Whitney and Ben Portman
Nicole and Chris Rijo
Jennifer and Leo Rose
Karen and Stan Ruszkowski
Vickie and Jay Sanders
Robert Sauro
Dr. Sarah Schillie
Ronald Schnaar
Jody Krug Schulte and G.J. Schulte
Rose Sevcik
Abigail Shefer
Helen and Bill Sherman
Renee and James Sibley
Jeff Smith
Susan and Bill Smith
Wendy Sommer
Janet and Grant Stein
Monty Strauss
Sara Swierk
Diane and Jim Tebbel

Joe Tedesco
Nathalie Terrier
Doreen and Ray Treat
Tara Trimble
Sherry and Glenn Trimble
Dr. Hubert and Carol Tucker
Richard Valentino
Craig Vangas
Drs. Andrea and Neill Videlefsky
Angela and Ramon Vina
Kristy Vinot
Diane Vorisek
Anne Nieberding and Jeffrey Weiner
Sandra Wilson
Lacy Wolter
Stephany Zambito
Ronnie and Howard Zandman

pals
up  to  $99
Amy and Jeff Asher
Barbara Benoit
Caryn and Eric Bern
Pat Bessette
Lisa Newbern and James Brown
Dionne Brunson
Carly Carp
Cathy And Michael Catanese
Katheryn and Joe Christenbury
Emily and David Cohen
Judy and Herb Cole
Amy Corrigan
Joan and Thomas Cunningham
Melissa and Frederick Curtis
Sally and Pierre DeVincentis
Jane Shaw and Brian Dewey
Lisa Epling
Michelle and William Fentress
Sheryl Fineman
Christina and Clint Fishback
Stacey Flanagan
Courtney and Bryan Folk
Michele and George Fox
Lisa and Jeffrey Fuerst
Kolleen Fulop
Pauline and Pete Giannakopoulos
Malinda Gillilan
Conor Godshall
Adrienne Green
Laura and Carl Greenberg
Patty Gregory
Morgan Groth
Scott Halpern
Kathleen and Barry Hanna
Becky and David Harris
Missy Herrel
Maria and David Herzweig
Victoria Hicks
Gladys Hirsch
Christina Hollis

Roberta Huebner
Laura Hunter
Marcia and Leonard Katz
Amy and Greg Kern
Loraine Kraft
Susan and Richard Krohn
Michelle Langer
Charles Langood
Carlene and Michael LeCompte
Ann Leverette
Brita Levy
Debra Liam
Asia Malone
Debra and Mark McElhaney
Peggy McWilliams and Brian Rehkopf
Michaelangelo Monteleone
Shiela Montgomery
Lily Moureaux
Lisa and Pat Nevitt
Antonia Nguyen
Jo Beth and Bryan Nicoll
Pat and Richard Olney
Dianne Olson
Stefanie Paulos
Isabel Pearlman
Lynn Rainbow
Donna and Jonathan Ray
Grace and Bill Rembert
Renee Rizzo
John Ryder
Judy and Joel Schancupp
Teresa and Ed Shartar
Elyse and David Shaw
Esther Sherberger
Judy and Stan Sherman
Dr. Julius and Carol Sherwinter
Missy and Alan Shoenig
Susan Siegfried
Rebecca Sigmund
David Sotto
Stephen Sprigle
Zelda Sprung
Jagadish Sudarsanam
Kathleen Szlis
Richard Tanaka
Judith Taylor
Lori Thomas
Beth and Kevin Toenes
Cynthia and Ben Trammell
Lena Tran
Ruth Trimble
Beth and Bill Tumlin
Arthur Vandewater
Margaret Vastakis
Patty Vastakis
Karen Courtheoux and Rob Weinstock
Rita Haggerty and Michael Welter
Amina Williams
Holly Winters
Doreen and Burt Wittenberg
Susan and Larry Wolkin

Donations prior to Sept 1, 2019 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.Donations prior to Sept 1, 2019 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.

FRIENDS  OF  LEKOTEK
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puzzle  solvers
(under  $1,000)

180 Medical
A & D Painting
Amerisure Insurance
ASCEND Pediatric Neurology
Athletic Club NE
Atlanta Children’s Therapy Associates
B’nai Torah
Brad Shaw Construction
Capital Investment Advisors
Carr, Riggs, & Ingram
CBS Channel 46
CCA and B
Centennial High School
Center Neurology
Coldwell Banker
Coram Infusion
Dunwoody Pediatrics
Dunwoody Women’s Club
Eisenberg & Bogdanoff, DDS
Eric Bern Photo Studio and Headshot Studio 
Hall Booth Smith
Hennessy Lexus
Interest & Penalty Recovery Group
JAMCO
Knock
Laser Assisted Cosmetic & Family Dentistry
Lazega & Johanson
Legacy Financial Advisors
Levin Family Practice
Lib Properties
McKenney Family Foundation
Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US
Moore & Reese
New Balance Buckhead
Next Step

Olansky Dermatology Associates
Optimum Wellness
Pathfinder Careers
Pranic Healing Center
QuikTrip
Reid Family Fund
Riverwood International Charter School
Ross  & Pines
Rotary Club of Peachtree City
Shepherd Harvey & Associates
Southern Bistro
Szabo Associates
Tender Ones Therapy
Thrive Farmers Coffee
Towne Lake Optimist Club
Tucker Optimist  Club
Victor Realty
Village Pathways
Vintage Pizzeria
Walmart Supercenter #937
Wheeler Reporting
Woodstock Christian Church
Yancey Brothers Co.

in  kind  donations
Accessible-Tech 
Accounting Business Concepts
Apptoto
Chic-fil-A
Children’s Healthcare of America
Coca Cola Bottling Company United
Fresh Market
Fynal Vynal
GoGo squeeZ
Lovie’s BBQ
National Park Service
Nicole Rijo Designs
Pathfinder Careers

SayCheese Atlanta
Senict Software
Tippy Talk
Sprouts
Starbucks
Sweet Tomatoes
The Home Depot
Timocco
Waffle House Foundation
Zoo Atlanta 

employee  giving
&  Matching 
opportunities
Amazon Smile
AT&T
Bank of America
Community Health Charities
Dekalb School Employees Foundation
Facebook Fundraisers
Georgia Gives Day
Kroger Rewards
State of Georgia Charitable Contributions
UPS
Yancey Brothers

toy  makers
( $1,000  t0  $2,499)

building  blocks
( $2,500  t0  $4,999)

Tower  builders
( $10,000  t0  $19,999)

castle  stackers
( $5,000  t0  $9,999)

Laptop  wizards
($20,000  and  up)

Donations prior to Sept 1, 2019 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.

SPECIAL  CONTRIBUTORS
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Bernard and Dorothy Rothkopf Estate Trust
Boxer Foundation
Clothes Less Traveled
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta
Driven to Care
Fulton County Human Services 
National Distributing Company
PLUS Foundation
Scott Hudgens Family Foundation
The Imlay Foundation
The Marcus Foundation

Billi Marcus Foundation 
Dekalb County Human Services
R. Howard Dobbs, Jr. Foundation
John and Mary Franklin Foundation
Greene-Sawtell Foundation
Holly Lane Foundation
Marjorie A. Neuhoff Foundation
Nordson Corporation
Piedmont Construction Group
Rich Foundation
Rothkopf Greenberg Family Foundation
Stahl Family Foundation
Waffle House Foundation

Alex Roush Architects
AMS Vans
Atlanta Foundation
Audrey and Jack Morgan Foundation
Belmont Foundation
Community Associations Institute
Coweta-Fayette Trust
Cushing Morris Armbruster & Montgomery 
Delta Community Credit Union
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation
Francis Hollis Brain Foundation
Gas South
Georgia Power Foundation
Ida A. Ryan Charitable Fund
Interra International
Isaf Family Foundation
Jackson EMC Foundation
Joe E. Johnston Foundation
Lockheed Martin  Aero CARES
May P. & Francis L. Abreu Charitable Trust
Medical Management Associates
MFS Foundation
Morrison Community Living
Morrison Management Specialties
Realtors Caring for Fayette
Richard C. Munroe Foundation
Rosenthal Family Foundation
The AEC Trust
The Taylor Foundation
Touch Point
True Vine Experience Foundation
UPS Foundation
Variety -The Children’s Charity of GA

Blueprint Painting & Renovations
CBRE Foundation
Cobb EMC Community Foundation
Coulter & Sierra
Friedman Supporting Foundaton
Gecko Promotions
Heritage Bank
Infinite Energy
John Hancock
Kyle Pease Foundation
Marvin F. Poer and Company

Ally Financial
American Elevator
Atlantic Capital Bank
Barnes, Merritt & Barnes
Bricco Construction Company, Inc.
Carpedia International
CEO Ventures
Doug and Robyn Ross Family Foundation
Ed Voyles Acura
H.Q. “Alex” Nguyen Law Offices
Kiddos’ Clubhouse
Lenore and Victor Maslia Foundation
Liberty Sport
Lois and Lucy Lampkin Foundation
McGriff Insurance Services
Mirome, LLC
MobilityWorks
Mr. Tom’s Heart
Nettie and Clark Howell Fund
New York Life
Newell Rubbermaid
North Cobb Civitan Club
Pratt Holdings (USA)
Republic Land and Investments
Roswell Women’s Club
Russell Landscape Group
SCANA
Snapping Shoals Electric Trust
The Kroger Company
Tyrone’s Tykes
Valentino Sales
Zarks Family Foundation

North Metro Martial Arts
Publix Super Markets Charities
Resurgens Charitable Foundation
Rotary Club of East Cobb
Siemens
The Anne and Clint  Kibler Foundation
Vinings Cumberland Rotary Club
Walton Electric Trust
Weiland Family Philanthropic Fund
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Donations prior to Sept 1, 2019 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.



Aimee Alexander, MS, CGC
Rare Disorders Health Outcomes Team Lead
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Tommy Beman, BBA
Senior Vice President
McGriff Insurance Services

Beth Burton, Attorney    
Deputy Attorney General   
State Attorney General’s Office

Dave Calhoun, MBA
President
Kids2

Laura Eschleman, Attorney
Partner
Nall & Miller, LLP

Meg Monteith, B.A.  (Board Chair)
Manager, Social Media and Content
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta

Matt Pearl, B.S.J.
Reporter 
WXIA-TV 11 Alive

Michael Price, B.A.
General Partner
CEO Ventures

Dionne Brunson, O.T.
Owner
Village Pathways Therapy

Nicole Rijo, B.A.
Design and Marketing Consultant

Stan Ruszkowski, CPA (Treasurer)  
Independent Consultant

Mary Beth Sierra, Attorney (Vice Chair)
Partner
Coulter & Sierra, LLC

Scott Thompson, Attorney 
General Counsel
Piedmont Construction Group

Anne McComiskey, M. Ed. 
Retired: Executive Director
BEGIN program at The Center for the 
Visually Impaired

Susan Wolkin, M.Ed. (Secretary)  
Retired: Director North Metro Programs 
Fulton County Schools
 

One hundred percent of the board supports 
Lekotek financially in addition to donating 
their time and expertise.

Stuart Bern 

Mac Cushing 

Nancy and Marshall Ford 

Kathy and David Giancola

Sissy and Michael Luciani

Erina Nichols Lambeth

Janice Nodvin 

Bonnie Patrick

Ben Rosenquist

Susan and Alex Roush

Faith Richardson

Carol and Fred Salmons

Teresa and Ed Shartar

Susan and Carl Valentino
 
Mindy Waitsman

Dr. Barb Weissman

Vickey Wile 

Helene Prokesch, M.Ed, 
Special Education  
Founder and Executive Director

Michelle Cast, M.A.
Speech and Language Pathology

Rebecca Clegorne, M. Ed.
Early Childhood Special Education

Valerie Cloud, M.Ed.
Special Education

Angela Cremers, B. S. 
Therapeutic Recreation 

Kristen Davis, B.S.
Therapeutic Recreation 

Beth Dierschow, M.A.
Speech and Language Pathology

Jackelyn Lamb, B. A.
Special Education

Ellen Lindemann, M.S.  
Assistant Director

Lisa Nevitt, B.A.
Psychology

Jamie Hayman, B.A.
Certified Child Life Specialist

Nicole Allman, M.Ed.
Special Education

The Tom Catanese Memorial Fund – Tom willingly gave of his time 
and resources to help Lekotek establish satellites. His children estab-
lished this fund to promote satellite growth. 

The Kathy Couch Memorial Fund — Kathy Couch and daughter Laura, 
drove long distances to the Cliff Valley site. Despite a difficult illness, 
Kathy made great efforts for Laura to participate in weekly Compu-
play sessions. Upon arriving both always had smiles. We hope their 
time at Lekotek meant as much to them as it did to us.

The Alex Cunningham Scholarship Fund — Alex Cunningham was a 
member of the Atlanta Optimist Club. During his lifetime and under 
his direction, the club designed and adapted toys for Lekotek kids. Mr. 
Cunningham’s toys continue to circulate. Affectionately nicknamed 
“Mr. C.”, his legacy lives on.

The Dorothy Kay Memorial Fund — Shelly Kay, past board member 
and chair, along with his sisters established a memorial fund to honor 
their mom. The purpose of this fund is to increase services to families 
on the waiting list. 

The Kevin Lewis Memorial Fund – Kevin was the son of Barry and Kel-
ly Lewis. Kelly was a staff member from 1992 – 2000 and Kevin was up 
early during his summer vacations to volunteer at summer computer 
camp. He had an abundance of patience and always an encouraging 
word for our campers.

The Ernie McWilliams Memorial Fund – Ernie was married to Peggy 
McWilliams who has been on staff for twenty-five years. Peggy initi-
ated neonatal hospital play sessions and Ernie made many toys de-
signed to meet the needs of these infants. 

The Trevor Meek Memorial Fund — Trevor Meek was the nephew of 
Sharon Meek and grandson of Robert Meek. Sharon was a staff mem-
ber from 1984 to 1992 and established Lekotek’s innovative technol-
ogy program. Trevor’s grandfather, Robert Meek, created unique toy 
and technology solutions essential to the Lekotek inventory.

The Clemens E. Prokesch Memorial Fund — Dr. Clemens E. Prokesch was 
Helene Prokesch’s father-in-law. Dr. Prokesch was fond of Helene and 
her work on behalf of children with disabilities. The Prokesch children—
Richard, Steven and Linda—created this fund in memory of their dad. 

The Al Rothkopf Memorial Fund — Al Rothkopf was a cousin of Executive 
Director, Helene Prokesch. He and his wife, Sekie, have been long time 
advocates for children. 

The Alan Rothkopf and Marjorie Rothkopf Memorial Fund – Alan and 
Marjorie were first cousins to Executive Director, Helene Prokesch. Their 
parents established memorial funds for Lekotek in their memory. 

The Dorothy and Bernard Estate Bequest - Bernard and Dorothy Roth-
kopf were an aunt and uncle to Executive Director, Helene Prokesch. 
They always supported Lekotek and children’s organizations that help 
children with special needs. 

Chester A. Roush, Jr. Estate Bequest — Mr. Roush’s grandson, Matthew 
was one of Lekotek’s first participants. This gift was designated by the 
Roush family in memory of Chester A. Roush, Jr. and in honor of Mat-
thew. Matthew continues to enjoy LekoPals.

Lillian Rothkopf Memorial Fund – Perhaps no person has had a greater 
impact on Lekotek in her mentoring and parenting, Executive Director, 
Helene Prokesch.  This fund was established to fund moms’ night out 
and special family events. 

The Elmer Edward Salmons Memorial Fund - Fred Salmons serves on 
Lekotek’s funding advisory. He and his siblings created a memorial fund 
in memory of his dad, Elmer Edward Salmons. This fund will support 
Lekotek’s innovative technology program.

The Brenda W. Smith Cobb Scholarship Memorial Fund – Brenda was 
a friend to Lekotek. As executive assistant to Alex Roush at Alex Roush 
Architects she coordinated sponsorships and foursomes for the annual 
Lekotek Golf Classic. 

The Diane Wolpert Memorial Fund — Diane Wolpert was not only a 
friend to Executive Director, Helene Prokesch, but a friend to everyone. 
She was one of the first to visit Lekotek in the basement of Easter Seals 
and help secure funds. She volunteered and never missed a Lekotek run.

board  of
directors

FUNDING
ADVISORY

Lekotek  SCHOLARSHIP 
&  SPECIAL  GIFT  FUNDS

STAFF

These funds were created by parents and named in memory of chil-
dren who benefited from Lekotek services. These funds continue to 
make a difference for Lekotek families.

The Moe, “The Hulk”  Dominguez Memorial Fund 
The Corey Etkind Memorial Fund 
The Katie Frongillo Memorial Fund
The Kathryn Gillespie Memorial Fund 
The Lindsay Kluglein Memorial Fund
The Kendall Smith Memorial Fund
The Rachel Mann Memorial Fund
The Lauren Martin Scholarship Fund
The Joshua Shartar Scholarship Fund
The Preston Wolters Memorial Fund 
The Charlotte Zink Technology Fund

These funds are named in memory of Lekotek grandparents and 
great-grandparents whose grandchildren and great grandchildren 
have benefited from Lekotek services. 

The Beulah Beyer Memorial Fund  
The Pasquale Buchieri Memorial Fund 
The Ricardo Price Memorial Fund 
The John Kalinski Memorial Fund 
The Ulrich V. Solmssen Memorial Fund
The Joan Tebbel Memorial Fund
The Talmadge L. Williams Memorial Fund
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