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Historical 
Highlights 
and 
Awards  

1983

1986

1997

2000

2002

2010

20132011

1991

2003

1984
Lekotek of Georgia  
incorporates and  
receives its 501c3  
tax exempt status.

Apple donates three 
computers and  

technology becomes 
an integral part of the 

Lekotek program.

Lekotek initiates  
a computer loan  

program.

Lekotek receives The Award 
for Excellence from
Community Health Charities 
of Georgia.

Lekotek receives a Bobby 
Dodd Award for Services 

of Excellence.

With grants from The 
Harland Foundation and 
Scott Hudgens Foundation, 
Lekotek includes iPads in 
play sessions.

Lekotek celebrates its 30th anniversary 
and has six centers in Georgia.  Lekotek 

has now reached 5,000 families.

Lekotek receives an Inclusion 
Champion Award from The 
Mitsubishi Foundation.

Children’s Healthcare of  
Atlanta donates space for the first 
Lekotek satellite. 

Lekotek celebrates its 20th anniversary and 
with three sites has made a difference for 
3,500 children.

Lekotek receives space in the basement of Easter Seals  
and first grants from Eastern Airlines, The Liz Claiborne 
Foundation and The Community Foundation for  
Greater Atlanta.
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I learned about the National Lekotek Center in Evanston, Illinois, 32 years ago, when my 
sister-in-law and brother-in-law took their oldest son, who has Down syndrome, there. They 
raved about it. “There is no program like it. Lekotek focuses on abilities and it’s fun. You 
should start one in Atlanta,” they said.

I had gone to graduate school to become a special education teacher, and Lekotek seemed 
like the perfect place to pursue my career.  I visited the National Lekotek Center and upon 
returning home, began my quest for funding and space. Fourteen months later, I conducted 
the first Lekotek play/learning session in in the basement of Easter Seals.  That year, we  
conducted sessions with 52 children. Today, we have six sites and last year 660 families  
benefited from services. Our initial budget was $40,000; today it is $660,000.

My job requires that I wear many hats, but none is more rewarding than helping a child 
learn through play while developing self-esteem. Watching a child activate a toy, computer or 
iPad and seeing a parent light up as their child accomplishes a task, thought impossible, are  
rewarding beyond words. 

In 1983, the play session was the one and only service that Lekotek provided, loaning only 
toys. Today, families can also borrow computers, iPads, adapted keyboards, trackballs and 
software. Staff members conduct computer/iPad evaluations, computer camp, Saturday  
music classes, Happy Tails animal-assisted therapy, fishing and rafting trips, play days, family 
outings in the community, and Sibshop support groups for siblings. The generous support of 
many of you reading this report has made all this possible. 

Yes, Lekotek has changed significantly, but we have remained the same in one fundamen-
tal way. We have remained steadfast to our original mission: the inclusion of children with  
disabilities into family and community life. Using adapted toys and technology, Lekotek 
equalizes the playing field so everyone gets in the game. 

Today, I am as passionate about Lekotek as I was 32 years ago.  A recent partnership with 
Service Forward and The Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University provided data 
on the number of children with disabilities in Georgia. We are only seeing a fraction of this 
number.  There is more work to be done and many more families need our help. 

I came to Lekotek to teach children with special needs, but I have learned so much from them 
and their families. I am grateful for their lessons in courage, patience, and determination. I 
remain grateful for the difference that Lekotek has made in their lives and mine. 

Lekotek of Georgia envisions a world where children with disabilities are included 
and empowered through play. Since 1983, Lekotek has made a difference for more 
than 5,500 children and families in 36 Georgia counties and three states. Lekotek  
occupies a unique niche in the lives of children with special needs. Through play,  
Lekotek facilitates inclusion and learning along the way.  Our mission is to facilitate  
the inclusion of children with disabilities into family, school and community life by  
providing accessible play, adapted toys and technology, information and resources.  
Lekotek is a welcome break from therapy. We use play as a means to teach and have fun.  
Our professionally-guided play sessions, free from expectations to perform, facilitate  
abilities and increased confidence.

Children receiving services have a wide range of disabilities including, but not limited to, 
attention deficit disorders, speech delays, cognitive delays, autism, cerebral palsy, Down  
syndrome, hearing and/or vision loss, neuromuscular disorders, and spina bifida.  
Participants include families of all races and religions with varied economic and social 
backgrounds. While Lekotek charges minimal fees, no family is denied services due to an  
inability to pay.

“Lekotek” is a made-up Swedish word for play library. Originating in Stockholm, Sweden, in 
1963, Lekotek was the concept of two parents. These moms understood the role of families 
in helping children with disabilities reach their potential and become full participants in their  
communities. At Lekotek, parents are welcomed with encouragement and a listening ear. 
When families visit, they are provided with leading edge technology, disability information and  
referrals to additional resources. Following hour-long play/learning sessions, families bor-
row adapted toys, computers, input devices and software designed to meet the individual 
needs of their child. 

Lekotek leaders have backgrounds in education, child life, music, recreation, and speech  
therapy. During a play session, they select toys, software and iPad applications designed to  
improve the child’s specific weaknesses and strengthen his or her abilities. Unlike typical  
therapies, parents, siblings and grandparents always participate in play sessions.

Affiliated with The National Lekotek Center in Evanston, IL, Lekotek of Georgia has six sites in 
Georgia and is one of 15 affiliates nationwide. Since the concept was brought to the United 
States in 1980 by Sally DeVincentis, an Evanston teacher, Lekoteks in the U.S. have made a  
difference for more than 13,000 families.

MAKING  A
DIFFERENCE
FOR
32  YEARS

what  is 
lekotek?

leko-who, 
leko-what?

Helene Prokesch
Founder & Executive Director

“A parent once told me, I came to Lekotek for toys but stayed for so much more. With a background in 
special education, I was naturally drawn to Lekotek but I too have stayed for so much more.”
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100%

98%

96% 98%

100% 95%

96%

93 %

Percent of parents who have 
aquired new skills to help 
their child learn through play. 

Percent of families who have 
increased working knowledge 
of adapted toys, software and 
technology. 

Percent of families that feel 
less isolated.

Percent of families who play 
together more often. 

Percent of families who 
now provide their child 
with developmentally  
appropriate toys.

Percent of families who  
feel more comfortable 
participating in community 
activities with their child.

Percent of families who do 
not feel judged at Lekotek. 

Percent of families who  
receive helpful information 
and resources. 

lekotek
family
survey
OUTCOMES

When Karen was born with Down syndrome our family was surprised, concerned and a bit 
nervous as we knew nothing about Down syndrome. A doctor gave us a book to read while 
informing us that she would likely never achieve more than a fourth grade education.  We 
never read the book deciding instead to treat her no differently than her two “normal” 
siblings.  And, so began our journey....

After a month in the hospital, Karen’s serious heart problem was cured with newborn 
growth. Now she was home. Being fortunate to have friends in both the educational 
and medical professions, we received sound advice.  The best was the necessity for early  
intervention. So, at 5 months, Karen was enrolled in an early intervention program at  
Coralwood School.  By age 1, she was also attending Lekotek where she experienced new 
and different challenges all taking shape in Lekotek’s “fun” learning environment.  By age 
2, she had learned a form of sign language called Makaton.  Most children with disabilities 
have language delays and signing significantly lessens their frustration, helping to avoid 
behavior problems.  At age 2 ½ Karen could sign over 100 words…..who would’ve known! 
Around age 3 ½, Karen started attending a regular pre-school.  Between school, Lekotek, 
physical therapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy and a busy home life, she’s had 
plenty of early intervention and it’s made a huge difference.

Karen was the first child with special needs to be mainstreamed in our local elementary 
school’s kindergarten.  Except for a few resource classes, Karen participated in the regular 
classrooms with no para-professional help. Following graduation from elementary school, 
Karen followed her classmates through 4 years of high school working in a combination of 
regular and resource classes.  To this day, Karen maintains friendships with many of the 
students that she met during her journey from kindergarten to high school. 

Today, at age 26, Karen volunteers/works at both her original elementary school (assisting 
several of her former teachers) as well as in the local parochial school library.  She regularly 
works at Lekotek helping to track and maintain the organization’s considerable inventory of 
toys and software.  This summer, she received several awards for her work at Lekotek as a 
camp counselor.  She enjoys Yoga, Pilates, movies, music, and reading.  In short, she leads 
a happy, busy and productive life. Absent the help and encouragement of professionals like 
those we encountered at Lekotek, Karen’s amazing journey would not have been possible.   

Having been Lekotek parents for all these years, we have nothing but praise for this  
wonderful organization.  We’ve seen the leaders at work and remain in awe of how  
patient, caring and understanding they are.  We’re consistently amazed at the organization’s  
relentless pursuit of its mission evidenced by the long hours and hard work put in by  
Lekotek’s leader, Helene Prokesch, and her amazing staff.

Kudos to Lekotek for a job very well done!  

our
success
story

Meet  Karen  Valentino
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the
components
of  lekotek

toy/Computer/iPad  Lending  Library 
Lekotek’s toy/computer inventory is comprised of more than 4,200 select toys, software  
programs, adapted keyboards, joysticks, trackballs, computers and iPads with educational  
applications. From rattles and drums to touch windows and adapted keyboards, seeing,  
hearing, and touching toys make it possible for children to master skills. During one-hour 
play sessions, Lekotek leaders model the creative use of the toys and computer equipment 
for each child. Families are encouraged to use the toys to create a playful and educational 
environment at home. 

Computers and software, iPads and applications are possibly the most powerful toys in  
Lekotek’s  inventory. As the community has become aware of Lekotek’s need for equipment, 
individuals and corporations have donated Macintosh and PC compatible systems. These  
systems are also loaned to families. Before a system is borrowed, Lekotek leaders  
customize it and train parents to use it. This unique lending program provides an excel-
lent opportunity for children with disabilities to experience technology and its benefits.  
Replicating this model, our iPad loan program has made it possible for 55 families to have 
an iPad at home for a two month period.

resource  library 
Through the resource library, parents have an opportunity to borrow books, magazines,  
periodicals, and videos on a wide variety of disability-related topics. Siblings and grandpar-
ents can also check out books that address their concerns.

compuplay
The Compuplay program is designed to meet the needs of individuals between the ages of 2 
to 18. Youngsters and parents attend five one-hour, weekly family sessions to enjoy and learn 
from computer and iPad play. Compuplay focuses on the use of alternative input devices to 
the standard mouse, software and iPad applications to enhance speech, writing, reading,  
cognitive, and fine-motor skills. State-of-the--art technology equalizes the playing field 
making it possible for everyone to participate together. Staff-written software with large 
icons makes it possible for children with visual impairments and fine motor delays to use 
the programs. Adapted software that includes auditory and visual scanning for children 
who are blind or hearing impaired is available. With an array of color, graphics, music, and 
sound prompts, these programs provide opportunities for successful learning. 

Hardware options include eye gaze systems, adapted joysticks, head mice, touch screens, 
switch adapted trackballs, keyboards with keyguards and switches for scanning. Children 
who cannot use a keyboard, see the screen, or read a printed page, can use these devices.  
We are especially excited about an eye gaze system we just purchased that allows the 
child to use the computer simply by looking. The eye gaze system has a camera that tracks 
the user’s pupils. The child is able to control the cursor and make selections with his eyes. 

During Compuplay, children enjoy reading and writing stories, playing music, learning 
math concepts, word processing and problem solving using both the computer and iPad. 
Computer and iPad assisted learning is making it possible for children with disabilities to 
participate with their siblings and peers.

Home  Based  Play  Sessions
During the past decade, there has been a significant increase in premature births. Upon 
being discharged from the hospital, these premature babies are often medically fragile 
and unable to travel. Children unable to leave their homes can benefit from Lekotek and 
perhaps even  more so  than those able to  come to one of our six centers.  With a laptop, 
iPad and Lekotek bag filled with developmentally appropriate toys, Lekotek leaders create 
a playful learning environment at the child’s home. One mom commented, “with each bag 
of toys, Lekotek brings joy and hope.”

Music  Classes,  Play  Days  and  Family  Events 
Music classes are conducted quarterly. Using instruments and movement, children learn 
to follow directions and interact with family members. Play dates are conducted through-
out the year and include music, Happy Tails and Careing Paws animal assisted therapy, 
arts and crafts and family activities in the community.  Family events include annual visits 
to children’s museums, the pumpkin patch, zoo, rafting trips, and attending major league 
baseball and basketball games. With support from Lekotek, families who might hesitate to 
participate in community events now enjoy these activities as would any family.

summer  computer  camp 
Lekotek offers an annual four-week summer computer camp for children between 
the ages of 4 and 12. Children with disabilities are asked to invite a sibling or friend to  
participate with them. Technology is an equalizer as children with and without disabilities 
participate together.

computer  club
Computer Club was initiated for Lekotek “graduates,” but youngsters above the age of nine 
who previously have not participated in Lekotek play sessions are also welcome. Just as 
typical nine to fifteen year olds participate in clubs, Computer Club provides opportunities 
for our youngsters to socialize and participate in a club activity. Few programs like these 
exist for children with disabilities. Following Sunday afternoon computer activities, every-
one enjoys dinner and birthdays are frequently celebrated.

lekopals
LekoPals is a unique social program for teens with disabilities ages 15 and above. Lekotek 
staff and peer volunteers facilitate fun activities that include computer games, bowling, 
and age-appropriate outings. Atlanta-area high school and college students volunteer as 
peer mentors at both LekoPals and Club.

Product  Design
Since Lekotek’s inception, staff members have designed toys, computer devices and soft-
ware to meet the needs of children with disabilities. Lekotek has a catalogue of products 
and all proceeds from the sale of products support direct services.

lekotek  sibshops
Sibshops create opportunities for brothers and sisters of children with special needs to 
meet other siblings and gain support in a fun atmosphere.  Brothers and sisters, who 
have the longest relationship with the person with special needs, have much to offer each 
other. The Sibshop model intersperses information and discussion with ice-breakers, fun 
games, and computer activities. Sibshops are not therapy, although their effect may be  
therapeutic. Lekotek is extremely proud to be a registered Sibshop certified by Don Meyer 
and the Sibling Support Project at The University of Washington in Seattle. 

An  Approved  Lekotek  Training  Program
Lekotek of Georgia is a nationally approved internship site that provides training  
to develop additional Lekotek leaders throughout the country. Staff members also  
conduct workshops on inclusion, assistive technology and adaptive toy use. Agencies,  
professionals, and parents benefit from a variety of consulting and support services.
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Now in its 32nd year, Lekotek has made a difference for more than 5,500 children and families. This year, 660 children participated 
in play sessions, camp, club, music, community outings, and computer/iPad evaluations at six locations. Satellite growth has made it  
possible for families to receive services closer to their homes. Unfortunately, waiting lists to receive services still exist. Children with 
special needs do not have time to wait and the board is committed to increased fundraising efforts to keep the wait to a minimum.

main  center  
Atlanta, Georgia—In 1983, Lekotek of Georgia began operations in the basement of Easter Seals on Maple Drive. Today, the main site is 
located on Cliff Valley Way near I-85 and North Druid Hills in Atlanta. This site occupies 3,000 square feet and has the space and resources 
to conduct five play sessions simultaneously. In addition, workshops, Lekotek leader training, computer/iPad evaluations, compuplay, 
play groups, music classes, summer computer camp and Sunday afternoon computer club are offered at the Cliff Valley location.

Satellite  Centers  
Cumming, Georgia—Families in Forsyth and North Fulton counties requested that Lekotek offer services closer to their homes and 
Building Bridges Therapy generously donated space. Originally housed at Children’s Healthcare in Alpharetta, this site opened in 2000. 
Approximately 340 families have benefitted from play sessions, play dates, music, compuplay and computer/iPad evaluations. 
 
Duluth, Georgia—Lekotek of Georgia’s first satellite was established in 1991 with donated space from Children’s Healthcare of  
Atlanta. Located at Children’s Rehabilitation Center on Satellite Boulevard in Duluth, this site conducts monthly play sessions to 45 
families. During the past 24 years, nearly 800 families from six counties have benefited from its services. The generous support of both  
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and Building Bridges Therapy allows additional funding to be allocated for direct services. 

Kennesaw, Georgia—With generous support from the John Harland Foundation, Lekotek of Georgia opened the Cobb satellite  
in 2002. Located near the intersection of I-75 and I-575, this site reaches families in Cobb, Cherokee, Bartow, and surrounding  
counties. During its first year, the Cobb site exceeded all expectations in providing play sessions to 55 families. To date nearly 500  
families have participated in play sessions, play groups, club, compuplay, computer/iPad evaluations, music classes, Happy Tails, Easter 
Egg Hunts, and community outings that include rafting and fishing trips.

Fayetteville, Georgia—In June 2006, Lekotek opened a southside satellite in Fayetteville, Georgia. Seed money from the Community 
Foundation for Greater Atlanta was used to purchase the initial inventory of toys, educational materials and computer equipment. 
This same Foundation provided seed money to initiate Lekotek of Georgia in 1983. To date, 320 families have benefitted from play 
sessions, music, compuplay and computer/iPad evaluations, Easter Egg Hunts, community outings and Careing Paws pet therapy visits. 

Gainesville, Georgia – In March of 2011, Lekotek of Georgia initiated a fifth satellite in donated space provided by Walker Therapy. 
Seventy families in North Georgia who previously were unable to benefit from Lekotek due to lengthy travel distances have already 
participated. This site quickly outgrew the space provided by Walker and now occupies 1200 square feet in an office building. This 
Lekotek offers play sessions, music, Happy Tails, family activities and computer/iPad evaluations.

lekotek
locations

Collaboration  with  Organizations  and  Schools 
Happy Tails and Careing Paws nonprofit animal-assisted therapy organizations, visit Lekotek 
regularly. Their volunteers have pets that have completed obedience and other specified 
training. Frequent guests include dogs, rabbits, turtles, cats and guinea pigs. Partnering with 
The National Park Service and Chattahoochee Nature Center, we conduct fishing and rafting 
trips.

Lekotek also works closely with statewide Babies Can’t Wait, Georgia P.I.N.E.S. (a statewide 
program for children with sensory disabilities), FOCUS (Families Of Children Under Stress), 
Parent to Parent, The Marcus Autism Center, The Center for the Visually Impaired, Make-A-
Wish Foundation, The Down Syndrome Association, therapists, physicians, public and private 
schools, statewide early intervention programs, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and other 
Atlanta area hospitals. Referral sources continue to expand and partnering with the organiza-
tions mentioned above has helped Lekotek reach metropolitan, suburban, and rural areas.

To promote disability awareness, Lekotek staff frequently demonstrate the use of adapted 
toys and computer equipment at schools. During Disability Week in Georgia, Lekotek lead-
ers visit elementary schools in several counties. Students without disabilities use adapted 
toys and computer equipment to understand how learning and play are made accessible to 
children with special needs.

Lekotek partners with professors at Georgia Tech who create solutions for people with  
disabilities. Dr. Ayanna Howard and her Human-Automation Systems lab are developing new 
robots with accompanying iPad games to assist in play therapy. Their newest robot, Avatar, 
is used to encourage communication and socialization while helping children with special 
needs enjoy tablet devices. Lekotek will be the first center to receive the Avatar robot proto-
type when available by year’s end.  

Dr. Stephen Sprigle heads the Rehabilitation Engineering and Applied Research Lab. His  
students have built light boxes for Lekotek to help children with visual impairments. They 
have also successfully created a customized arm support for a little girl who could not hold 
her arm up to operate the computer or iPad. Lekotek staff continue to identify needed  
solutions that Georgia Tech students can design and create for our children.

Publications,  Website  and  Facebook  
To maintain contact with families and professionals throughout the country, Lekotek  
publishes a newsletter that includes Lekotek news, information on specialized toys and  
innovative technology, a guest editorial, profiles of Lekotek families and an acknowledge-
ment of sponsors. Lekotek’s mailing list now exceeds 2,200.

Parents and professionals can learn about our services and products by visiting our  
website (www.lekotekga.org) and Facebook page (www.facebook.com/lekotekga). These 
sites are also linked to additional resources. 

the
components
of  lekotek
(cont.)
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Lekotek of Georgia has been successful in raising funds from foundations, corporations, civic groups, individuals and special events (that 
include an annual run, a silent auction, Brewfest and a golf tournament). As a result, its financial condition is stable. At year-end, June 30, 
2015, Lekotek reserves were approximately 100 percent of its Fiscal Year 2015-2016 budget. These reserves are crucial for safeguarding 
the organization against contingencies, supporting new services, satellite development and organizational growth. 

Lekotek’s board of directors is extremely proud that 90 percent of donations support direct services to children and families. In addition 
to providing their time and expertise in diverse fields, all of the directors contribute financially to Lekotek.

Please consider a donation to Lekotek in your will and/or estate planning. Additional funding will help Lekotek meet the demand for  
increased services to  children with disabilities and their families throughout Georgia. Near-term priorities include purchasing new lead-
ing edge technology  and expanding home visits, computer camp, staff training, compuplay sessions, iPad loans and family programs. 
There is a need for additional staff to eliminate waiting lists. With continued community support, these goals can be achieved.

We thank everyone who has contributed to Lekotek’s accomplishments. We appreciate your confidence and look forward to your  
continued involvement in the years ahead.

fiscal
snapshot

meet  billy
Billy’s story begins when he was born at 33 weeks due to my high blood pressure. After 17 
days in the neonatal intensive care unit, he was released with no apparent disability. Howev-
er, by the time he was six months old, Billy was not reaching for objects with his right hand or 
rolling over on his right side. After several months of occupational therapy, we realized that 
Billy’s delays were not due to prematurity, but something else. Close to his first birthday, he 
was diagnosed with cerebral palsy. In hindsight, there were signs to suggest cerebral palsy, 
but admitting that something is “wrong” with your child is not easy for any parent. Once we 
learned his prognosis, we also learned there really was nothing wrong with Billy. He was just 
going to need a little extra help.

Given this knowledge, I began asking questions and researching all possible therapies and  
resources. While playing with a toy during occupational therapy, I mentioned how nice it 
would be to have something like it at home. Our occupational therapist, Miss Mary, told 
us about Lekotek. She had worked at Lekotek years ago and suggested I contact their  
director, Helene Prokesch. Helene told me the Gainesville location was expanding and our 
family could begin play sessions right away. We have been attending Lekotek in Gainesville, 
ever since. Billy loves to play with his Lekotek leader, Miss Catherine. On his scheduled  
Lekotek days, Billy will run through the house yelling “new toys”! Billy’s favorite activities at 
Lekotek are playing on the iPad and at the sensory rice table. I love that I can email Catherine 
to let her know what we are working on. She will select toys to meet his goals. With Lekotek’s 
help Billy is reaching milestones and making great progress.

We enjoy participating in Lekotek field trips and special events as they provide great  
experiences and opportunities for Billy. We have attended Saturday morning Leko-Music and 
Happy Tails (pet assisted therapy). These are events that Billy is able to participate in, in a 
non-threatening environment. Billy has also experienced many “firsts” because of Lekotek - 
his first Gwinnett Braves baseball game, his first inflatables at Hippo Hop and his first puppet 
show with Rooster Socks. We have also attended trips to the INK Children’s Museum and 
Little House of Art. With each play session and special event, we see how important Lekotek 
is in our lives and that it is an invaluable part of Billy’s growth and progress.

Both Helene and Catherine are always willing to help or just listen. I suggest Lekotek to all the 
parents I meet at Billy’s various appointments. I even post Lekotek brochures in their lobbies!

meet  brayden  
On February 17, 2013 at 12:58am, Eric and I welcomed Brayden into our lives with love and 
excitement. Born with an irregular heart rhythm, Brayden was taken to the NICU (neonatal 
intensive care unit) for observation and testing. We learned he was okay despite jaundice 
and fluctuations in body temperature. We thought a few days under a warm light and a Bili 
bed to bring home, would be the greatest challenge we’d face. Little did we know there was 
more in store for us.

At 2 months, Brayden wasn’t gaining head control or weight. Our pediatrician was concerned 
and suggested we see a neurologist and geneticist. After months of genetic testing, we 
learned Brayden’s underlying condition – a rare genetic disorder called Congenital Disorder 
of Glycosylation. Brayden has hypotonia, optic nerve hypoplasia, developmental delays and 
receives nutrition through a feeding tube. There are only 10 cases reported in the medical 
literature. We grasped at any information we could find but quickly learned that due to the 
rarity of his diagnosis, there is no prognosis. We have no comparisons and take it one day at 
a time, as he continues to show us what he can do.

Brayden has physical, occupational, and speech therapy weekly. Despite constant therapies, 
Brayden is an incredibly happy child with a sweet disposition - always smiling and laughing. 
Brayden has benefited from Georgia’s Babies Can’t Wait early intervention program and the 
Center for the Visually Impaired. We look forward to our play sessions with our Lekotek 
leader, Catherine, who has been amazing in providing toys and computer/iPad technology 
that are appropriate and accessible. Brayden is able to enjoy adapted toys and computer 
games by hitting a large button to activate a toy or computer/iPad program. He also enjoys 
the light box, musical instruments, and sensory experiences. We are so thankful for Lekotek 
for providing our son with new ways to play and learn.

how
lekotek
makes  
a
difference
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Personnel
Director/Lekotek Leaders
Contracted Services
Educational Consultants
Personnel Total    $310,000

Operational Expenses 
Facilities  
Staff Development 
Professional Dues Subscriptions 
Total Operational Expenses   $160,000

Special Programs
Technology Program  
Scholarship Fund 
Neonatal Hospital Play Sessions  
Summer Computer Camp  
Satellite Expansion 
LekoPals/Computer Club Inclusion Project  
Outreach to Diverse Populations 
Total Program Expenses   $150,000

Capital Expenditures
Specialized Toy and Educational Inventory 
Technology Equipment - Adapted input devices & software 
Total Capital Expenditures     $40,000 

Total Budget    $660,000

Projected   Revenue   Streams

General Contributions                                     $410,000
Special Events                       $135,500
Direct Mail Fundraising Campaign       $36,000
Membership Dues/ Computer Fees    $20,500
Professional/Consulting Fees         $1,000
Family Program Fees           $2,000
Board Pledge      $25,000
Interest Dividends      $30,000
 
Total Projected Income                       $660,000
(This is the total organizational budget to operate six sites.) 
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champions
$2,000  and  up
Joni and Mac Cushing 
Adam Dewey
Kathy and David Giancola
Lenore Maslia
Sandy and Mike Moore
Dr. Michael and Cary Rothkopf
Susan and Alex Roush
Trish and Scott Thompson
Vickey and Ed Wile

partners
$1,000  to  $1,999
Donna Younts and Wayne Akins
Gerrilyn and Walter Brill
Perri and Rick Courtheoux
Nancy and Marshall Ford
Kate Hale
Leslie and Gary Null
Lydia and Michael Price
Dr. Richard and Helene Prokesch
Dr. Joseph N. Saba
John and Lauren Seidl
Mary Beth and Michael Sierra
Alexa and Alejandro Vicens

fans
$500  to  $999 
Anonymous
Alaine Dockery
Angie and Gavin Hall
Dr. Eric and Maxine Honig
Barbara and Shelly Kay
Christine and John Langone
Ellen and Bruce Lindemann
Marla and David Mann
Carolyn Meeks
Janna and Jack Morgan, Jr.
Matt Pearl
Mary Ann Romski
Dorothy and Bernard Rothkopf
Carol and Fred Salmons
Katie Sands
Sally and Charlie Thomason

Lynn and Tom Tolleson
Dudley and Linda Wass
Cathy and John Wymer

buddies
$250  to  $499 
Laurie and Sid Besmertnik
Alex Cohen
Michael Cook
Vyneta and Hugh Davis
Dr. Howard and Ann Grant
Pam and Shawn  Hardister
Susan and Hugo Hofer
Maxwell Knight
Carolyn and John Layman
Marsha and Tom McNeer
Nancy Miller
Jenice and Peter Pearl
Barbara and Larry Perlis
Steven Prokesch
Susan and Mitchell Rothkopf
Gerry Serotte
Daniel and Jennifer Shim
John Steinbreder
Carlton Stephens
Diane and Jim Tebbel
Julie Tenney
Tara Trimble
Mindy and Rick Waitsman
Rosemary and Don Weber
Drs. Barbara and Joe Weissman
Debbie and Charles Zink

playmates
$100  to  $249
Sarah Anderson
Marilyn and Jonathan Arkin
Shawn and Jim Ballew
Sanjay Bhagat
Hershene and Joel Borrin
Diane and Gerald Boucher
Dr. Bonnie Prokesch and Bryan Boucher
Dr. Rob and Jennifer Breiman
Dr. Judson and Tammy Briggs
Lisa Newbern and James Brown
Cindy Burch
Dr. Howard and Jennifer Caplan
Debi Chalker
Franke and John Cimaglia
Joyce and Ronald Crowe
Joan and Thomas Cunningham
Carola Cuba and Rene de Vries
Martha and Mike deMarco
Sally and Pierre DeVincentis
Dr. Ivan and Jill Diamond
Dr. Lee and Bonnie Diamond
Suzanne and Daniel Dooley
Beth and Bob Eckstein
Anne and Eric Feldman
Beth and Michael Foy
Jo Ann and Bill Graves
Dr. Eric Greenhood
Karl Gretzinger
David Guzman
Kathy Harber
Roberta Huebner
Nan and Bruce Hunter
Kristin and Tony Intveld

Sandra and Donald Jewell
Ellen and Joel Katzowitz
Dr. Markus Klass
Amy Berne and Rick Klupchak
Karen and Alan Knieter
Anna and Andreas Kostopoulos
Patricia and Bill Laverty
Brianna LeGate
Josephine Lindsley
Sissy and Michael Luciani
Keena McCurn
Dr. John and Melissa Merlino
George and Simona  Miller
Tamara Mills
Irene and Lou Minick
Janice and Joe Nodvin
Veronica and Luke O’Brien
Stephen Owings
Julie Parmer
Susan and Brooks Patterson
Richard Pease
Carol and Mark Pollard
Beth Pullias
Dr. David and Judy Rausher
Vickie and Jay Sanders
Charles Shepherd
Helen and Bill Sherman
Ann and Sam Singer
Kendall Smith
Jane Ayres and Jim Smith
Linda and Don Sussman
Richard Tanaka
Marilyn and Leonard Teitelbaum
Aljean and W.P. Thompson, Jr.
Ben Tran
Doreen and Ray Treat
Dr. H. E. and Carol Tucker
Doreen and Burt Wittenberg
Christina and Michael Wolf
Lorie and John Wooten
Pat and Mike Yarnold

pals
up  to  $99
Marliss Aldridge
Aaron Alter
Christen Anderson
Margaret Anderson-King

Amy and Jeff Asher
Jeff Bartlett
Pat Bessette
Beth and John Burton
William Cartwright
Peter Case
Brittany and John Charron
Mari and George Cleveland
Gladys Coffino
Patty and James Cowie
Clarice Campbell Crawford
Mark Deidrich
Betty and Larry Ditty
Frances O’Meara and Vinny Doran
Bernie Epstein
Sheryl Fineman
Michele and George Fox
Lisa Fuerst
Doreen and Tom Gladis
Joan Goldman
Scott Halpern
Barry and Kathleen Hanna
Rebecca and David Harris
Myles Henderson
Melissa and Michael Hentges
Amanda Hext
Lesley High
Laura Hunter
Cassandra Jeyaram
Hoda Kamal
Marcia and Leonard Katz
Carrie and Brad Kay
Helen and Robert Keith
Steve Kolesar
Susan and Richard Krohn
Carlene and Michael LeCompte
Memri Lerch
Nita Levin
Carol Madsen
Brian Marcus
Kense Martinez
Joy and Samuel McCullough
Judy McKain
Ruth Minsk
Lily Solmssen Moureaux
Lisa Nevitt
Isabel Pearlman
Judith Perry
Carter Phillipps
Sarah Popowski

Betsy Primm
Denise and Jenna Quigley
Donna and Jonathan Ray
David Reed
Grace and Jim Rembert
Margaret Rifkin
Marty Rotter
Judith and Joel Schancupp
Judith and Stanley Schnitzer
Helen and Sid Schwaidelson

Ari Seay
Dr. David and Elyse Shaw
Esther Sherberger
Dr. Stanley and Judy Sherman
Dr. Julius and Carol Sherwinter
Sheryl Goodman and Rick Snyder
Wendy Sommer
Conner Sorrells
David Sotto
Zelda Sprung
Elias Stewart
Diane and Abe Tache
Cynthia and Ben Trammell
Mimi Umstead
Cathy and Diane Vorisek
Marie Waitsman
Anne Nieberding and Jeffrey Weiner
Nevaeh West
Larry and Susan Wolkin
Monica Wright
Lura and Paul Wright
Judi Zimmermann 

Donations prior to Sept 1, 2015 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.Donations prior to Sept 1, 2015 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.

FRIENDS
OF  LEKOTEK
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puzzle  solvers
(under  $1,000)

A & D Painting
Aarons Grant & Habif, LLC
Ahrendt Rehabilitation, Inc
Alex Nyguen, Attorney
Arrow Adhesives
ASCEND Pediatric Neurology
Atlanta Physical Therapy Associates
Atlanta Spine & Motion X-Ray 
Audrey and Jack Morgan Foundation
Barnes, Merritt & Barnes
BB&T/Huffines-Russell & Assoc.
Billian HealthData
Bricco Construction Company, Inc.
Capital Investment Advisors, Inc.
Children’s Neurosciences Program
Cliff Valley Partners, LLC
Daniel Shim, Attorney 
Dekalb School Employees Foundation
Duane Morris, LLP
Dunwoody Pediatrics
Dunwoody Women’s Club
Ed Voyles Acura
Eisenberg & Bogdanoff, DDS
Festivity
Guy Carpenter
Hall Booth Smith
Hennessy Lexus
Interest & Penalty Recovery Group
John Ernst, Jr., Attorney
Kiddos’ Clubhouse
Kid’s Creek
Legacy Financial Advisors

Levin Family Practice
Mitsubishi Electric Heating and Cooling 
Moore & Reese, LLC
Nancy G’s
New Balance, Buckhead
Olansky Dermatology Associates
Omaha Steaks
Omega Benefit Group, LLC
Oneida Builders, Inc
Pankey & Horlock, LLC
Pathfinder Carreers
Pediatrix Medical Group
Pittman Construction
Pro Medical Health
QuikTrip
Regional Medical Group
Robert L. Cunningham Family Foundation
Rotary Club of Peachtree City
Shepherd Harvey & Associates
Sherman & Howard, LLC
Springfree 
Stringer Insurance
Szabo Associates 
The Kroger Company
Tucker Optimist Club 
Vein Clinics of America
Victor Realty
Village Pathways
Village Tavern
Vintage Pizzeria

in  kind  donations
Accounting Business Concepts
Athletic Club Northeast
Atlanta Braves
Atlanta Hawks
Bagel Palace at Toco Hills 
Building Bridges Therapy Center
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Coca-Cola 
Georgia Perimeter College 
Graphics Central
Let’s Celebrate 
Nicole Rijo Design
National Park Service
Springfree Trampoline
Zoo Atlanta 

employee  matching
companies
These companies have matched employee 
gifts to Lekotek. When making a donation to 
Lekotek, please ask if your company has a 
matching program.

AT&T
Bank of America
Cox Automotives 
Hewlett Packard
Yancey Brothers

employee  giving
opportunities
These employers promote charitable  
donations to Lekotek through payroll de-
ductions.
 
Combined Federal Campaign
Dekalb School Employees
Fulton County School Employees  
  Foundation
State Merit Giving
SunTrust One Pledge

toy  makers
( $1,000  t0  $2,499)

building  blocks
( $2,500  t0  $4,999)

Tower  builders
( $10,000  t0  $19,999)

castle  stackers
( $5,000  t0  $9,999)

Laptop  wizards
($20,000  and  up)

Donations prior to Sept 1, 2015 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error. Donations prior to Sept 1, 2015 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.

SPECIAL
CONTRIBUTORS
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Belmont Foundation
Boxer Foundation
Clothes Less Traveled
Country Club of the South Charity Guild
Scott Hudgens Family Foundation
The Marcus Foundation
The Marjorie Neuhoff  Foundation
Waterfall Foundation

Abraham J. & Phyllis Katz Foundation
Cobb  Collaborative
Holly Lane Foundation
The Isaf Family Foundation
John Harland Foundation
Rothkopf Greenberg Family Foundation
Stahl Family Foundation
Trophy Club of Atlanta
Variety -The Children’s Charity of GA
Waffle House Foundation

Anonymous 
Best Buy Foundation
Community Associations Institute
Coweta-Fayette Trust
Delta Kappa Gamma Educational 
   Foundation
Greene-Sawtell Foundation
Jackson EMC Foundation
Joe E. Johnston Foundation
John and Mary Franklin Foundation
Lockheed Martin Aero Club
National Distributing Company
Rich Foundation
Rosenthal Family Foundation
Sawnee EMC
The Charmer Sunbelt Group

Anonymous 
Cobb EMC Community Foundation
Community Foundation for NE Georgia
Cushing Morris Armbruster & 
   Montgomery LLP
Florence H. Maxwell Foundation
Friedman Supporting Foundaton
Kinems, Inc.
Kroger Foundation 
Marvin Poer
Maslia Foundation
May P. & Francis L. Abreu 
   Charitable Trust
New York Life
Nordson Corporation
Piedmont Construction Group
Publix Super Markets Charities
Sweet Georgia Catering
The Billi Marcus Foundation
Walton Electric Trust
Weiland Family Philanthropic Fund
Whitmire Homes

Alex Roush Architects
American Elevator
Apptoto.com
Atlanta Braves Foundation
B’nai Torah 
Bank of America
Barnes, Merritt & Barnes
Blueprint Painting & Renovations
Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation
CEO Ventures
Coulter & Sierra
Doug and Robyn Ross Family 
   Foundation
Lenore and Victor Maslia Foundation
Liberty Sport
Lipscomb Family Foundation
Lois and Lucy Lampkin Foundation
Medical Management Association
Mobility Works 
Morrison Health Care 
Morrison Community Living 
Performance Injury Centers 
Post Hope Foundation
Pratt Holdings (USA) 
Roswell Woman’s Club, Inc. 
Sam’s Club
Snapping Shoals Electric Trust
Rotary Club of East Cobb 
Touchpoint
Valentino Sales



Mary Beth Sierra, J.D.  (Chair) 
Partner
Coulter & Sierra, LLC

Beth Burton, J.D.  (Vice Chair)
Deputy Attorney General
Georgia Attorney General’s Office

Susan Wolkin, M.Ed. (Secretary)  
Director North Metro Programs
Fulton Co. Schools

Stan Ruszkowski, C.P.A. (Treasurer)
Independent Consultant

Lisa Fuerst, J.D.
Pankey & Horlock, LLC

Keena McCurn, B.A.
Senior Associate
Red Cross

Bonnie Patrick, B.A.
Business Owner

Robert Patterson, B.A.
Associate Broker
Guy Carpenter

Matt Pearl, B.S.J.
Reporter 
WXIA-TV 11 Alive

Michael Price, B.A.
General Partner
CEO Ventures

Nicole Rijo, B.A.
Design and Marketing Consultant

Scott Thompson, J.D.
General Counsel  & CEO
Piedmont Construction Group

Dudley Wass, M.B.A.
Retired, General Motors Executive

Barbara Weissman, M.D. 
Pediatric Neurologist
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Associate Professor – Emory School of 
Medicine

One hundred percent of the board 
supports Lekotek financially, in addition 
to donating their time and expertise in 
various fields.

John Seidl 
Joel Ballew
Adam Dewey
John Cimaglia 
Mac Cushing 
Nancy Ford 
Kathy and David Giancola 
Erina Nichols 
Janice Nodvin 
Mark Patrick
Alex Roush 
John Seidl 
Carol and Fred Salmons 
Teresa and Ed Shartar
Susan and Carl Valentino 
Mindy Waitsman 
Vickey Wile 

Maria Canaba, B.S. 
Recreation Therapy 

Michelle Cast, M.A. 
Communication Disorders in Speech 
Language Pathology

Valerie Cloud, M. Ed. 
Special Education 

Betsy Galit, M.A. 
Communication Disorders in Speech 
Language Pathology
 
Catherine Hagaman, B.S.
Child Life Specialist 

Jennifer Johnston, M.Ed. 
Early Childhood Special Education 

Jackelyn Lamb, B.A. 
Special Education 

Ellen Lindemann, M.S. 
Assistant Director

Peggy McWilliams, B.A.
Special Education

Lisa Nevitt, B.A. 
Psychology and Early Children Education 

Kristen Popham, B.S.  
Recreation Therapist 

Helene Prokesch, M. Ed
Special Education 
Founder and Executive Director

The Tom Catanese Memorial Fund – Tom was a personal friend to 
Helene and managed the Cliff Valley Office Park. He willingly gave 
of his time and resources to help Lekotek establish satellites. His  
children established this fund to promote satellite growth. 

The Kathy Couch Memorial Fund — Kathy Couch and her  
daughter, Laura, drove long distances to the Cliff Valley site. Despite a  
difficult illness, Kathy made great efforts for Laura to participate in 
weekly Compuplay sessions. Upon arriving both always had smiles. 
We hope their time at Lekotek meant as much to them as it did 
to us.

The Alex Cunningham Scholarship Fund — Alex Cunningham was 
a member of the Atlanta Optimist Club. During his lifetime and  
under his direction, the club designed and adapted toys for  
Lekotek. Mr. Cunningham’s toys continue to circulate, making a 
difference for children with disabilities. Affectionately nicknamed 
“Mr. C.”, his legacy lives on.

The Dorothy Kay Memorial Fund — Shelly Kay, past board  
member and chair, along with his sisters established a memorial 
fund to honor their mom. The purpose of this fund is to increase 
services to families on the waiting list. 

The Kevin Lewis Memorial Fund – Kevin was the son of Barry and 
Kelly Lewis. Kelly was a staff member from 1992 – 2000 and Kevin 
was up early during his summer vacations to volunteer at summer 
computer camp. He had an abundance of patience and always an 
encouraging word for our campers.

The Ernie McWilliams Memorial Fund – Ernie was married to 
Peggy McWilliams who has been on staff for twenty years. Peggy 
initiated neonatal hospital play sessions and Ernie made many toys 
designed to meet the needs of these infants. 

The Trevor Meek Memorial Fund — Trevor Meek was the nephew of 
Sharon Meek and grandson of Robert Meek. Sharon was a staff mem-
ber from 1984 to 1992 and established Lekotek’s innovative technol-
ogy program. Trevor’s grandfather, Robert Meek, created unique toy 
and technology solutions essential to the Lekotek inventory.

The Clemens E. Prokesch Memorial Fund — Dr. Clemens E. 
Prokesch was Helene Prokesch’s father-in-law. Dr. Prokesch was 
fond of Helene and her work on behalf of children with disabilities. 
The Prokesch children—Richard, Steven and Linda—created this 
fund in memory of their dad. 

The Al Rothkopf Memorial Fund — Al Rothkopf was a cousin of 
Executive Director, Helene Prokesch. He and his wife, Sekie, have 
been long time advocates for children. Lekotek was honored by the 
family’s request that donations be made to Lekotek in Al’s memory.

The Alan Rothkopf Memorial Fund – Alan was a first cousin of Ex-
ecutive Director, Helene Prokesch. His parents, Dorothy and Ber-
nie Rothkopf have always supported Lekotek and causes to help 
children with disabilities. They established this fund in memory of 
Alan. 

The Marjorie Rothkopf Memorial Fund – Marjorie was a first cousin 
of Executive Director, Helene Prokesch. Her parents, Dorothy and 
Bernie Rothkopf established this fund in her memory. 

Chester A. Roush, Jr. Estate Bequest — Mr. Roush’s grandson, Mat-
thew was one of Lekotek’s first participants. This gift was desig-
nated by the Roush family in memory of Chester A. Roush, Jr. and in 
honor of Matthew. Matthew continues to enjoy LekoPals.

The Brenda W. Smith Cobb Scholarship Memorial Fund – Brenda 
was a friend to Lekotek. As executive assistant to Alex Roush at Alex 
Roush Architects she coordinated sponsorships and foursomes for 
the annual Lekotek Golf Classic. Knowing how special Lekotek kids 
were to Brenda, her husband Ron established this fund to provide 
scholarships for our Cobb county families. 

The Diane Wolpert Memorial Fund — Diane Wolpert was not only 
a friend to executive director, Helene Prokesch, but a friend to ev-
eryone. She was one of the first to visit Lekotek in the basement 
of Easter Seals and help secure funds. She volunteered and never 
missed a Lekotek run.

board  of
directors

FUNDING
ADVISORY

SCHOLARSHIP   &  SPECIAL
GIFT  FUNDS

STAFF

These funds were created by parents and named in memory 
of children who benefited from Lekotek services. These funds  
continue to make a difference for Lekotek families.

The Corey Etkind Memorial Fund 
The Katie Frongillo Memorial Fund 
The Kathryn Gillespie Memorial Fund
The Lindsay Kluglein Memorial Fund 
The Rachel Mann Memorial Fund
The Lauren Martin Scholarship Fund
The Joshua Shartar Scholarship Fund     
The Charlotte Zink Technology Fund 

These funds are named in memory of Lekotek siblings, grand-
parents and great-grandparents whose grandchildren and great 
grandchildren have benefited from Lekotek services. 

The Beulah Beyer Memorial Fund
The Pasquale Buchieri Memorial Fund 
The John Kalinski Memorial Fund 
The David Daniel McBrayer Memorial Fund 
The Ulrich V. Solmssen Memorial Fund
The Joan Tebbel Memorial Fund
The Talmadge L. Williams Memorial Fund
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Lekotek of Georgia
1955 Cliff Valley Way, Suite 102 

Atlanta, GA 30329 
Phone: (404) 633-3430

Fax: (404) 633-1242

Email: info@lekotekga.org
Web: www.lekotekga.org

Like us: facebook.com/lekotekga

Cover photos by 
Richard Nielsen


